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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


THE HYSTERICAL racist campaign in the newspapers 
against asylum-seekers is a national disgrace and can 
only lead to a growth in racial intolerance and, in its 
wake, violence. When racist attacks on refugees 
increase, people should make no mistake that the jour- 
nalists and editorial staff who have carried out an evil 
and untruthful campaign, against some of the weakest 
in our society, bear a measure of responsibility. 








The Labour government and opposition have also | 


been playing to the tabloid gallery by not speaking out 
against the racism but instead very publicly encourag- 
ing the rounding up of “beggars” in London. The gov- 
ernment’s attitude is all the more disgraceful in light of 
the fact that this is a government that is particularly 
media conscious. Labour’s spin doctors know exactly 
what signals they are sending when they treat asylum 
seekers in this way. 

As we go to press over 100 people who are alleged to 
have carried out hate crimes have been rounded up 
by the police, including some for questioning in 
connection with the murder of Stephen Lawrence. We 
can only congratulate the police on this action. If 


Stephen's murderers are finally brought to justice, a _ 


chapter will be closed on one of the police service's most | 


embarrassing and damaging race relations failures. 
However, the lessons resulting from Stephen Lawrence's 
murder and what happened in the wake of it must never 
be forgotten. 

We can only hope that the racial hysteria that has 
been whipped up by the media will not undermine the 
government-backed steps taken by the police in arrest- 
ing individual violent racists. We also hope that these 
arrests are not merely the end result of an investigation 
into racial violence, but the beginning of a long overdue 
clampdown on Britain's racist fifth column. 


Frank Ellis 

Last month Searchlight revealed plans by Leeds 

University academic Frank Ellis to address the racist 

American Renaissance conference in the United States. 
_ After our revelation Leeds University decided to prevent 
Ellis from taking leave from his teaching. Ellis seems 
determined to ignore the university and attend. If he 
does so, Leeds University must take action against him. 
| Not to do so will make a mockery of the university's 
| equal opportunities policy and insult the vast majority 
| of its students and staff. 
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-History’s forgotten victims by Kate Taylor 


ITH THE increasing moral panic being propa- 
Wee by the British press over asylum seekers 

and immigration, the latest people to have 
found themselves vilified are the Roma Gypsies. The 
stereotypes and negative imagery that have wormed 
their way onto the front pages of the tabloids have 
served little purpose other than to feed and perpetuate 
commonly perceived notions about a group that is 
much maligned, yet little understood. 

The Sun and Daily Mail have been the most forceful in 
this latest campaign against the Roma. But it is not only 
they who are the proponents of prejudice, stereotyping 
and racism against a group whose diaspora is said to 
date back at least a thousand years. 

If any other ethnic group had been targeted so 
unashamedly by the British press there would have been 
uproar. But for a minority that is still denied even the 
most basic of human rights, the means to fight back and 
challenge such preconceived notions are gravely lack- 
ing. And in such a situation, a negative stereotype can 
only serve to reinforce the denial of rights and citizen- 
ship. Indeed, such imagery may become a self-fulfilling 
prophecy if the true situation faced by the Roma contin- 
ues to be ignored. 

Last month, the Daily Mail carried the headline, 
“Romanian gipsies begging on the streets of Britain to 
pay for dream homes”. Such ill-informed moral judg- 
ments highlight a startling lack of understanding of the 
harsh realities of life that face the Roma of eastern 
Europe. According to the writer of the article, there was 
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‘no persecution and clear signs of rising prosperity” in 
Tandarei, Romania. The implication was that the Roma 
have no rights to asylum in Britain, because their fears of 
persecution in eastern Europe are not well founded. 

Yet well founded such fears certainly are. There is no 
other group comparable to the Roma in terms of the per- 
secution they face in every single country in which they 
live. As Margaret Brearly, an honorary fellow of the 
Institute for Jewish Policy Research, contends: “The 
treatment of Roma has become a litmus test for a 
humane society. Their widespread suffering is now one 
of Europe's most pressing — but most neglected —- human 
rights issues.” 

The treatment of the Roma has long been compared 
to that of the Jews. Next to the Jews, the Roma are 
Europe's second oldest non-Christian minority. Both are 
viewed as a rootless, displaced people. Yet while the Jews 
now have the state of Israel, the Roma have no compa- 
rable state. In eastern Europe, the Roma have become a 
vilified people. With striking resonance to the Jews in the 
first half of the century, it is the Roma that are now seen 
as a bacterium that must be eradicated. 

During the Nazi Holocaust, this malign characterisa- 
tion of the Roma as a diseased people did indeed man- 
ifest itself through a tragic attempt at their extermina- 
tion. Yet the Roma have received little acknowledge- 
ment of their tragedy at the hand of the Nazis; they 
have received no compensation from the Germans. 
Indeed the barbarity they faced under the Third Reich 
has been little realised by many, let alone recognised. It 
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is estimated that up to 1.5 million Roma were subject to 
systematic eradication in the Nazi concentration 
camps. The Roma were the only other group alongside 
the Jews to be singled out for complete extermination. 
Yet no person of Romani heritage was called upon to 
testify at the Nuremberg trials. As such, they represent 
perhaps the starkest symbol of the Holocaust’s forgot- 
ten victims. 

According to the Nuremberg Law for the Protection of 
Blood and Honour - to which the Roma were added in 
1937 — if two of a person's eight great grandparents were 
even part-Romani, then that person “had too much 
Gypsy blood to be allowed to live’. Thus the Roma, 
together with the Jews, occupied the bottom of the racial 
hierarchy under the Third Reich. 

The Nazis’ policy towards the Roma is perhaps the 
most tragic manifestation of a persecution that has been 
perpetrated against them for many centuries, and still 
continues today. Yet few know even a fragment about the 
history of one of the oldest non-Christian populations. 

Ian Hancock, Professor of Romani studies at the 
University of Texas, explains that, because the Roma 
arrived in Europe from the east, it was first thought that 
they originated in Turkey or Egypt. Due to this miscon- 
ception, the Roma were called “Gyptians”, from which 
the word “Gypsy” is derived. The term Gypsy has since 
taken on negative and pejorative connotations and 
become a term of abuse used against the Roma. 

It was not realised until much later that the Roma 
were of Indian heritage, partly from the realisation that 
the Romani language was of Indo-Aryan origin, the root 
language being ancient Punjabi or Hindi. 

At the beginning of the 11th century, India was fight- 
ing against the eastwards push of Islam towards India, in 
which the dominant religion was Hindu. Troops were 
assembled from non-Aryan populations —- who were 
deemed to be less precious than Aryans — to fight the 
Muslim army’s invasion into India, and these became 
the early Roma. Because Islam was also spreading 
towards the west, the Roma were carried further west- 
wards during the conflict, and so their first dispersal 
began. 

Since then, the Roma diaspora has been almost con- 
tinuous. Consequently, they have always been seen as 
strangers and foreigners in the countries in which they 
have settled. As the victims of perpetual prejudice, one 
defence tactic of the Romani people was to keep mov- 
ing. This in turn led to further problems over education, 
housing, and poverty. 

But this nomadic lifestyle has not always been 
adopted by choice. Very often, the Roma are forced into 
this situation by western European governments, which 
employ tactics to keep them on the move. For the 
Romani people, this has become a vicious circle. Forced 
to keep moving, but vilified for doing so, they have had 
little opportunity to integrate with others. 

Throughout their long history, the Roma have faced 
perpetual persecution. The 16th century, for example, 
witnessed a series of expulsions against the Roma, per- 
petrated by the Danes, the Norwegians, the French, and 
indeed the English. The history of the Romani people 
has thus been one of enslavement, expulsion and 
repression. 

Racism against the Roma has become more pro- 
nounced in recent years, partly due to the fall of 
Communism and the collapse of the Eastern Bloc. While 
the change in the political climate of eastern Europe 
opened up new avenues for the Roma in terms of migra- 
tion to the west, so too did it allow for greater problems 
of prejudice and discrimination. In the west — where the 
Roma are less well established as an ethnic group — old 
misconceptions and myths about the “Gypsies” are still 
openly held. 

The British are not guilt free in this respect. In Britain 
in 1985, Bradford City Council sought an injunction to 
make it illegal for Gypsies to trespass within city limits. 


And attempts to implement tough policy measures 
against Romani people are not a thing of the past in this 
country. Only last year, Jack Straw, the Home Secretary, 
declared open season on travellers and Gypsies, when 
he stated, “there has been too much tolerance for trav- 
ellers’. The message for multicultural Britain is that 
diversity is accepted, as long as it is assimilated. 

In eastern Europe, where right-wing extremism is on 
the rise, a virulent nationalism has resulted in a huge rise 
in violent attacks on the Roma. In areas where Jews are 
now few and far between, the Roma have become the 
new scapegoats. They occupy the visible target of 
“Otherness”, and thus bear the brunt of far-right hatred. 

The level of racism levelled against the Roma in the 
Czech Republic was starkly illustrated last October by 
the construction of an anti-Roma wall, despite public 
outcry. The wall was constructed at dawn in the town of 
Usti nad Labem, under guard of 90 police officers who 
refused to let the Roma leave their homes until it was 
built. Non-Roma residents had been pleading for a bar- 
rier against what they claimed was too much noise from 
the “anti-social and unhygienic” Roma residents. 

But this was just one incident of many that have been 
forced upon the Roma in that country. It represents the 
most visible culmination of a situation that has led to 
more asylum seekers hailing from the Czech Republic 
than from any other country in central Europe. At pres- 
ent, around 2,500 Roma are believed to be awaiting news 
of their claims for asylum. Many cite racial discrimina- 
tion as the reason. 

The unemployment rate for the Romani people in the 
Czech Republic stands at around 90%, and Romani chil- 
dren outnumber non-Roma in special schools by 27 to 
one. Last summer 13 families sued the Czech state over 
the discrimination that places their children in these 
schools, thus preventing any educational achievement. 

Since 1989, 31 Roma have been killed by skinheads in 
violent racist attacks in the Czech Republic. 

In Romania, the country that the Daily Mail purports 
has no persecution, the Roma have been subject to a 
rapid increase in violent attacks since the fall of 
Ceausescu in 1989. Since then, nationalism and ethnic 
hatred have increased dramatically. Between 1989 and 
1991, at least five Roma were killed in Romania. 
Conditions are still appalling for the Romani people, 
who are often forced into the worst areas and the worst 
housing. Since 1989 there have been at least 30 anti- 
Romani pogroms. 

In Hungary, where an estimated 4-500,000 Roma live, 
racist skinheads have targeted the Roma as the largest 
minority group. Unemployment for Romani men stands 
at 60 to 80%. Similar problems can be found in most 
European countries where Roma live. In 1995 in Austria, 
a sign was placed in the town of Oberwart reading, 
“Roma back to India’. Four Roma went to remove the 
sign, and found it was packed with plastic explosive. All 
four men died. 

The media, it seems, are partly responsible for fuelling 
discrimination. It must be understood that there is a 
clear correlation between media reports, such as the 
kind found in Britain at the moment, and racism and 
prejudice against the Roma. 

Ian Hancock, who is also the Roma representative on 
the US Holocaust Memorial Council, said, “I would like 
to ask the British media to examine the headlines and 
statements they allow into their pages: to ask them to 
replace the word “Gypsy” with the name of any other 
religious or ethnic group, and see if they'd allow it”. 

Hancock continues, “The scorn with which our people 
are regarded, by members of the press representing a 
country in which antigypsyism long ago became institu- 
tionalised is a glaring indictment of British society. 

“Roma don't need pity, but they need understanding; 
a helping hand — not the hatred and sarcasm now issu- 
ing from even the most established newspapers in that 
country. One expects better from Britain”. 
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IHE BRITISH government has been forced to 
rethink its plans to disperse asylum seekers 
across the country, in order to share the burden 
between local authorities. Dispersal was due to 
commence from 1 April but has been delayed after the 
Government managed to find accommodation for 
only 4,000 of the 40,000 asylum seekers who need 
housing. 

The Government now intends to implement the 
programme over a six-month period. In reality it may 
take longer, leaving local authorities in the Southeast 
to find accommodation for around 20,000 people 
without the necessary financial and logistical 
assistance. 

The Government's attempts to portray itself as a 
beacon of social justice have a hollow ring in the light 
of the fact that the whole dispersal project is designed 
not to help those who have genuinely been forced to 
















leave their homes and seek refuge in Britain, but as a 
deterrent against people seeking asylum here in the 
first place. The dispersal policy is part of a package of 
measures arising from the Asylum and Immigration 
Act described by the Government as being “fairer, 
faster and firmer”. The intention is to process claims 
within six months. The word “fairer” has Orwellian 
overtones, in view of the fact that in February this year 
only 7% of applicants were granted asylum compared 
to around 13% a month in the last quarter of 1999. 

The first part of the dispersal programme will begin 
on 3 April, when people who claim asylum at their 
port of entry (about 40% of all claimants) will be 
banned from living in London and the Southeast and 
given accommodation on what Barbara Roche, the 
Immigration Minister, has described as “a no choice 
basis in cluster areas”. The lack of available local 
authority housing across Britain has meant that 
private slum landlords have already been cashing in 
on the interim scheme that is in operation, which to 
their delight gives them guaranteed tenants and rent. 

The 60% of refugees who apply for asylum after they 
have arrived in Britain will still be able to claim a 
mixture of cash, social security and housing benefit 
and live in London and the Southeast while their 
applications are considered. Those who are already 
waiting for their claims to be determined should be 
unaffected. 

The Government’s compulsory dispersal scheme is 
linked with a humiliating and degrading voucher 
scheme which will leave asylum seekers penniless. 
Their living requirements will be met in kind or by the 
provision of vouchers. Asylum seekers will also be 
given a voucher entitling them to just £10 cash each 
week. This means they will be unable to travel to 
established community centres in London and 
elsewhere. They will also be in a weaker position to 
defend themselves from racist attacks, something that 
is likely to be all the more necessary with the current 
racist campaign in the local and national media. 

Most asylum seekers are being dispersed to major 
conurbations such as Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester 
and Glasgow, into accommodation varying from self- 
catering to hostels. There have been numerous reports 
in the press and from refugee organisations of 
appalling conditions. Refugee groups are concerned 
that people could end up in areas where no one 
speaks their language. The bungling of the situation 
means that local authorities and the Government are 
competing with each other for the very same 
accommodation in which to house asylum seekers. 

Organisations that work with asylum seekers are 
looking at the best ways to adapt to the new situation. 
Alison Harvey of the Medical Foundation for the Care 
of Victims of Torture told Searchlight that, “the lack of 
information makes it difficult to develop a strategy”. 

While asylum seekers’ opportunities are being 
restricted, the Labour Government has allowed their 
plight to become a source of financial opportunity for 
others. Sodhexo Pass, the French private company 
running the Home Office’s new voucher scheme, has 
told supermarkets that they can keep the change due 
to asylum seekers who shop with them as part of an 
incentive to participate in the scheme. “Vouchers 
cannot be exchanged for cash,” Sodhexo Pass says in 
its promotional material. “Change should not be 
given, e.g. if goods to the value £4.50 are purchased 
with a £5.00 voucher the 50p change should not be 
handed back, but you as a Trading Partner will receive 
the full £5.00 for that voucher.” 

Refugee groups have grave concerns over the entire 
implementation of the dispersal scheme, saying that 
while it is desirable as a long-term policy objective for 
asylum seekers to be able to live through choice in any 
part of Britain, resources need to be built up in an area 
before people are sent there. 
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Visa bond climbdown 


by Renee Sams 


Office described its proposals to make families 

rom the Indian subcontinent living in this coun- 
try provide a cash “bond” before a visa could be issued 
to visiting relatives. The aim of the bond, which could 
have cost as much as £10,000, was to ensure that visitors 
leave this country promptly at the end of their six- 
month visit. 

The consultation document made it clear that the 
sponsor receiving the visitor would have to sign a con- 
tract and lodge the money “as part of the visa process’. 
It went on to say that if the visitor left the UK before 
their leave to remain expired, the money would be 
returned. If not, the money would have been forfeited. 

It was intended that the scheme would also “impose 
an obligation on the visitor to confirm their departure 
with the Home Office” and unless this is “properly veri- 
fied” the bond would not be repaid. 

This clearly discriminatory and racially motivated 
scheme, which was initially to apply only to visitors 
from India, Pakistan and Bangladesh, was scrapped by 
the Government after bitter opposition. However, the 
government says that the idea will still be tested in a 
country yet to be decided. 

The Indian Workers’ Association (GB), National 
Assembly Against Racism, Sharomani Akali Dal and the 
Overseas Indian Congress, which between them repre- 
sent thousands of Asian people in this country, 


Bere fair and effective” system is how the Home 


expressed their anger and dismay at the proposals on a 
picket in February. They slated the proposed pilot 
scheme as “another racially discriminatory element of 
existing racist immigration statutes enacted since 1961 
by respective Tory and Labour governments’. 

One must ask why the pilot bond scheme was 
intended for people from India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh? There is a much greater number of people 
from other countries of the former British Empire who 
visit relatives in Britain, only most of them are white! 

People from the Indian subcontinent were targeted 
for these immigration control proposals because the 
Home Office considers that the problem of people over- 
staying their visa expiry times “historically originated in 
the Indian sub-continent” and therefore it would 
“appear sensible to locate the pilot study there’. 

Avtar Sadiq, president of the Indian Workers 
Association, told Searchlight that his organisation had 
held several meetings in various areas to protest at 
these proposals, which he described as “outright racist’. 

The High Commission for India issued a press state- 
ment which indicated that the Home Office had not 
consulted it in any way. If the “pilot scheme” had come 
into effect then India was considering operating a simi- 
lar scheme for British visitors to that country. 

It is hard not to come to the conclusion that “institu- 
tional racism” exists not only in the Metropolitan Police 
but right up to the top of the Home Office. 
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follow David Irving throughout his career, the 

introduction to Hitler’s War sees Irving spell out 
what he perceives his job description to be. “The 
Historian is granted a talent that even the Gods are 
denied — to alter what has already happened... I saw 
myself as a stone-cleaner — less concerned with a wordy 
and subjective architectural appraisal than with scrub- 
bing years of grime and discoloration from the facade of 
a silent and forbidding monument.” In his own damning 
words, he has succumbed to a whitewash of the past, 
“scrubbing years of grime” off the slab of history, excul- 
pating those who are to blame for some of the worst 
atrocities the world has ever seen, and blaming those 
who are not. 

These words were to become a prophecy for the trial 
that has ensued over 20 years later. Irving has used a 
London courtroom to propagate a multitude of myths, 
half-truths, and outright lies. Not content with rewriting 
world history, Irving has seen fit to rewrite his own his- 
tory, when, caught on the hop, he slips into evasive 
mode. For Irving has not just denied the Holocaust, he 
has denied seeing key documents despite knowing of 
their existence, he has denied knowingly speaking to 
neo-nazis despite video evidence, he has denied charges 
of antisemitism despite admitting that he blames the 
Jews for what happened to them at Auschwitz — though of 
course he denies that anything terrible did happen to 
them at Auschwitz. The denying seems endless — though 
of course he may deny this allegation. 

What is most disturbing about the series of white lies is 
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d Irving’s hysterical revisionism 


not his dishonesty — this you come to expect. The real 
worry is that Irving has the ability to make even the most 
blatant falsehoods seem true. He has an answer for 
everything, when in reality not everything has an answer. 
To the onlooker, he has the frightening ability to make 
the implausible sound plausible. Until, that is, one begins 
to see through the exterior of a man whose arrogance can 
sometimes be mistaken for authority and expertise. 

Proceedings in court 73 have now drawn to a close, 
with the judgment expected some time this month. 
Whatever the outcome, Irving will play the martyr. If he 
loses, it will not be to Deborah Lipstadt or Penguin 
Books, but to the omnipotent hand of Jewish money, so 
he would have us believe. Of course he will attract the 
same audiences of neo-nazis he always had, so there will 
be little change on that score. 


Swinging to the right 


David Irving, the court was told, “has prostituted his tal- 
ents and skill ... to service the restoration of Nazi ideol- 
ogy and antisemitism’. Hajo Funke, an expert on right- 
wing extremism in Germany, took the stand to testify to 
Irving's links with the German far right. Among them is 
the leading German neo-nazi Christian Worch, with 
whom Irving had “an intense relationship”. And it seems 
this relationship extended to Worch’s wife, Ursula. 

Other leading lights on the German far right were also 
linked with Irving, including: Ewald Althans, Thies 
Christophersen, Giinter Deckert and Gerhard Frey. 
Rudiger Hess has recently appeared on Irving's website, 
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voicing his support. Rudiger is none other than the son of 
Rudolf Hess, whom Irving deems to have been a “famous 
martyr for peace”. The Austrian government would not 
agree with these sentiments, having banned Irving in 
1984 when he declared at a press conference that, in his 
view, Rudolf Hess deserved the Nobel peace prize. 

Rudiger wrote to Irving saying, “I’m hoping and pray- 
ing that you succeed. God knows, there's enough riding 
on it.” Well indeed, for Rudiger is himself no stranger to 
far right politics. 

Irving may have little sympathy for the Jews, but he 
certainly managed to shed a tear for Deckert in his clos- 
ing speech. The former leader of the nazi NPD is cur- 
rently in prison awaiting charges that include Holocaust 
denial and incitement to hatred. Irving’s view of the situ- 
ation is, however, a little different. Having consigned 
Deckert, like Hess, to perpetual martyrdom, his voice 
cracked with emotion as he told the court, “a teacher is 
still serving a seven-year jail sentence imposed for ‘chair- 
ing’ a lecture at which I spoke”. According to Irving, 
“Germany now has several hundred political prisoners in 
her jails”. The heart bleeds. 

Irving likened these charges of “guilt by association’, to 
“the worst excesses of the inquisitions conducted by 
Senator Joseph McCarthy”. It must therefore be coinci- 
dental that he found himself at the front of a sieg heiling 
mob of boneheads in Halle, east Germany in 1991; also 
that he was captured on stage with numerous neo-nazis 
under a banner reading “Wahrheit Macht Frei” (truth 
makes one free), a sick pun on the “Arbeit Macht Frei” 
(work makes one free) slogan displayed at Nazi concen- 
tration camps. Irving denied that this was a sick pun, 
claiming the phrase was innocently taken from the Bible. 

Irving is a Germanophile. During the trial, a few slips of 
the tongue revealed his obsession with Nazi Germany. 
Irving told the court that he was banned from “the Reich’, 
when relaying his ban from entering Germany. The judge 
appeared bemused by this proposition, commenting 
that he did not think there had ever been a fourth Reich, 
a place that seems to be alive and well only in the head of 
David Irving. 

The second Freudian slip of the tongue was well worth 
waiting for. During his closing speech, Irving, before he 
could even catch his words, addressed the judge as “Mein 
Fiihrer”. For a moment those present were shell-shocked, 
before breaking out into a nervous laughter. It seems that 
Irving got slightly carried away in his oratory that could 
quite easily have been modelled on that of a certain 
German leader in the 1930s and 1940s. 


Big Brother is watching 


Reading his lengthy 104-page speech — much of which 
alluded to his favourite subject, the international con- 
spiracy to destroy his “legitimacy as a historian’ — the 
dramatic emphasis was played out to the full. Irving sug- 
gested that the allegations that he had associated with 
Hamas and Hezbollah were analogous to asserting that, 
“I consorted with Ulster loyalist death squads who were 
part of a conspiracy to murder Roman Catholic national- 
ists”. 

Forgetting that it was he who brought this libel action, 
he added that, “we have all been dragged through that 
vast and inhuman tragedy yet again, and quite need- 
lessly”. 

In his opening statement Irving linked the phrase 
“Holocaust denier” to a “verbal yellow star” and pae- 
dophilia. In closing he showed that he had been brushing 
up on his 1984 vocabulary. “The phrase Holocaust 
denier... is an Orwellian stigma’, he suggested. 

“George Orwell’, he went on, “seems to be very rele- 
vant to this case”. But Orwell, he added, “was wrong on 
one point: he thought that it would take the forces of the 
State to impose Newspeak. Professor Lipstadt and her 
reckless publishers... have sought to impose it through 
the machinery of the literary and media establishment.” 


Irving also took time out to defend Ernst Ziindel, who 
claims to have proved scientifically that the gas cham- 
bers could not have existed. Unhappy that Richard 
Rampton QC had labelled Ziindel an antisemite and an 
extremist, simply because he had used the word 
“Judenpack’” — a word that implies the Jews are the lowest 
of the low - Irving thought it was imperative that we 
knew why this phrase was used. Again the implication 
was that-antisemitism is levelled against the Jews due to 
their own behaviour. The bodies that have attempted to 
destroy Ziindel “have failed”, he said. “And Canada’s high- 
est court has ruled that he is free of any criminal taint.” 

Irving has not hidden his obsession with Searchlight 
during the trial, and in his closing statement the maga- 
zine once again received words of praise from Irving. 
Searchlight “has tweaked my tail with a stream of defam- 
atory articles: a 37-year onslaught, to which I as a good 
Christian turned the other cheek”. The compliments just 
keep on coming. 

The “traditional enemies of free speech’, Irving’s 
favourite catchphrase, also played their part in his clos- 
ing statement. Continuing the George Orwell theme - 
perhaps because of his revelation a few weeks ago that he 
had once received the distinguished “George Orwell 
Freedom of Speech Award” — Irving was now labelling 
them “a hidden network of Orwellian organisations”. “I 
refuse to be intimidated by these truly ‘Nazi methods’,” 
he added in the true style of martyrdom. 

Of this “frantic international endeavour”, he declared, 
“the Defendants have made themselves the willing exe- 
cutioners”, in an unoriginal pun on the title of Daniel 
Goldhagen’s book, Hitler’s Willing Executioners. 


Irving’s stench draws the flies 


Irving’s court diary notes that he had many admirers in 
court 73 on the closing day. There were the now familiar 
faces. The glamorous, blonde fraulein who lunches with 
Irving on most days in the court canteen with her match- 
ing gloves and Gucci bag occupied her usual position 
behind him. For the past two months she has sat strate- 
gically, shrieking with laughter at timely points, such as 
when Richard Evans, chief expert witness for the defence, 
said he held no personal animosity towards Irving. She 
was also the “stranger” in the queue who pretended 
innocently to quiz Irving over whether he was being 
funded by neo-nazis, so that he could conveniently dis- 
pel the myth. The allegations obviously strike a chord. 

Also present was Rae West, who updates the transcripts 
on Irving’s website. West spends most of his time eaves- 
dropping in court, placing the “gossip” on his own web- 
site, which boasts of his “political incorrectness’. 

A handful of nazis regularly frequented the trial over its 
duration. So too did Helen Darville, an infamous 
Australian journalist who penned a book in 1994 that 
blamed the Holocaust on the Jews. In court her sympa- 
thies with Irving were loud and clear, having perceived 
herself to be a fellow victim of the “Jewish Lobby”. 

Not to be outdone, the arch conspiracy theorist 
Alexander Baron decided to leave his own mark. Last 
month he made a brief appearance, leaving after a mere 
five minutes or so. Carefully laid out on the front row of 
seats in the press section were books with a cover sheet 
that stated, “Irving is a paid agent of political Zionism’. 
“This trial is staged”, he contends, “Don't be deceived”. It 
seems that all the flies have been drawn towards the 
stench in court 73. 

Before the trial began, Irving claimed he would sink 
the “Battleship Auschwitz” once and for all. Well hope- 
fully there will be only one sinking battleship. If he wins, 
it will be due to the peculiarities of English libel law and 
nothing else: it will not condone his position that even 
his own witness, Sir John Keegan, claimed he found “per- 
verse”. If Irving does sink, you can bet that he will do so 
kicking and screaming. Then all that will remain for him 
to revise will be his career and bank balance. 
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Respectable party of the right or unreconstructed nazis? 
Nick Lowles looks behind the new image of British fascism 


Is the BNP turning normal? 


The new British National Party (BNP) leader truly 

believes that his party is on the verge of an elec- 
toral breakthrough. After 20 years in the political 
wilderness, British racial nationalism has come of age, 
and in line with events across much of western Europe, 
will become a political foree in the very near future. 

“It will not be easy”, he wrote recently. “It will not, 
from the standpoint of those involved, be quick. Our 
progress will not be without setbacks. But make no mis- 
take, it can, and will, be won... This is going to be our 
century!” 

Griffin's optimism has been matched by a concerted 
drive to modernise the BNP to prepare it for the ava- 
lanche of interest awaiting it. Particular emphasis has 
been placed on reorganising and improving its internal 
structures and leadership skill base. All this is geared to 
transforming the BNP into a fully-fledged and accepted 
constitutional party fighting a legitimate political battle 
alongside Labour, the Conservatives and the Liberal 
Democrats. 

Despite ample evidence that the BNP is simply play- 
ing a political game, it seems that a growing number of 
people are being taken in by its propaganda and 
accepting it as a legitimate constitutional party. While 
the new nature of BNP activity and political campaign- 
ing cannot be ignored, this willingness to accept the 
BNP at its word is not only ignorant and misguided, but 
also highly dangerous. 

Since becoming leader, Nick Griffin has continued to 
prioritise the internal restructuring that he and his sup- 
porters have been initiating for the past two years. 
Believing that political success is around the corner, 
Griffin has long argued that the BNP will only be able to 
capitalise on it if it makes the necessary changes to the 
party operation. 

It has begun to diffuse party power to regional level to 
make the party more responsive to local needs and 
campaigns. It claims to be introducing greater political 
and skills education for activists and organisers to 
broaden the leadership base and create a more able 
middle party cadre. 

Among the plans is the creation of a virtual party 
headquarters on the Internet. It has recently replaced 
the old party publications, Spearhead and British 
Nationalist, with a glossy bi-monthly magazine, 
Identity, and a tabloid-style newspaper, Voice of Britain. 
_ It has added to its existing working groups with the for- 
mation of the Association of British Ex-Servicemen and 
the Youth Group and is holding regular leadership 
meetings around the country to swap ideas and skills. 

__ Abroad, the BNP has launched a highly successful 
____ operation in the United States. The American Friends of 
the BNP led by Mark Cotterill, a former National Front 


B NP FUHRER Nick Griffin has a spring in his step. 


and UDA activist, has raised thousands of dollars for the 
party and, perhaps of greater significance in the longer 
term, established it as the leading British far-right 
organisation in the eyes of the US right. 

Cotterill’s conversion to the BNP has been matched 
by leading members of the Bloomsbury Forum, a far- 
right pseudo-intellectual group heavily involved with 
the quarterly magazine Right Now! and who for much of 
the mid-1990s thought a new nationalist organisation 
could only emerge out of a split in the Conservative 
Party. Steve Brady, Eddie Butler, Steve Smith and Adrian 
Davies are all Bloomsbury Forum activists who have 
been increasing their links to the BNP. 

Adopting techniques long practised by the main 
political parties, the BNP claims to have identified key 
target wards around the country for the focus of 
regional activity in a bid to maximise support which in 
turn will replicate itself over a wider area. 

In addition, Griffin and his close supporters are plac- 
ing great stress on the social aspect of party activity. 
Branches and regions are being encouraged to adopt a 
more socially minded and family-friendly organisation, 
in an attempt to attract a wider array of people. The 
family “Fun Day” held last summer in the West 
Midlands is to become a two-day festival this summer, 
mixing sports and entertainment with political educa- 
tion and speeches. 

Internal reorganisation has been matched by 
changes to the party’s uncompromising political 
stance. It is beginning to engage sections of the popula- 
tion previously untouched, on subjects that in the past 
were ignored. Over the past two years the BNP has ini- 
tiated a “Land and People” campaign to attract the 
farming and rural community, campaigned in support 
of British truckdrivers and joined and encouraged anti- 
paedophile actions. 

Additionally, the new BNP leadership has been keen 
to distance itself from the old regime of John Tyndall 
and Richard Edmonds in an attempt to portray a fresh 
image for the party. Tyndall’s key supporters have found 
themselves increasingly frozen out since Griffin’s elec- 
tion. Finally, in changing the party’s immigration policy 
to advocate voluntary repatriation instead of forcible 
eviction, the BNP hopes to appear more flexible and 
realistic in its outlook. 

The changing nature of the BNP has been seen by 
some, including many in the police and the press, as 
proof that it has transformed itself into a constitutional 
party. Gone are the racist boot-boy, the provocative 
marches and crass antisemitism that accompanied 
BNP activity in the early 1990s, the BNP-inspired riots 
in Dewsbury and Bermondsey, the vicious racist attacks 
perpetrated by BNP leaders, and the production and 
distribution of Holocaust News. 
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In accepting this new BNP, some argue that it is no 
longer possible to confront it in the same way as before. 
While no one is denying that the BNP has reorganised 
itself into a far more efficient unit than it once was, and 
new arenas of political confrontation are necessary, this 
does not automatically imply that the BNP has become 
a constitutional party. In much the same way that the 
National Front strove for respectability and normalisa- 
tion during the height ofits success in the mid-1970s, so 
the BNP is trying to adopt a more respectable and con- 
stitutional image because it too believes that electoral 
success is around the corner. 

This new BNP is, of course, a charade. While it is keen 
to portray itself as “racial nationalist” and "Euro- 
nationalist", it remains the party it always was. Greater 
public emphasis has been placed on image and parlia- 
mentary politics, but it is simply a tactical manoeuvre to 
attract voters. It is an attempt to address its poor credi- 
bility in the eyes of the voters, a major barrier that has 
been holding it back for many years. 

The failure of the BNP to recruit disgruntled 
Conservatives and the sizeable vote for the UK 
Independence Party achieved in last year’s European 
elections illustrate this lack of credibility in the eyes of 
most voters. Indeed, despite attracting considerable 
media attention at a local and national level, its coun- 
tryside campaign, launched in 1998, has failed to attract 
many recruits. Even the “Land and People” co-ordina- 
tor, George Jeffrey, has abandoned party activity in 
recent months, becoming increasingly disillusioned 
with its lack of success. 

Over the past three years several of Grifin’s supporters 
have explained this modernising process as a means to 
increase the party’s credibility. Writing in Spearhead in 
1998, Mark Deavin explicitly called for the BNP to mod- 
erate its image in a bid to court voters. Only that way, he 
argued, could they improve the party’s credibility and 
so attract former Conservative voters. 

Does one really believe the BNP leaders, with their 
string of convictions and racist views, would remain 
faithful to its democratic and more moderate tone if it 
had a whiff of power? Of course not. 

If the party were truly committed to ridding itself of 
its nazi past, it would have to remove most of its leaders, 
who continue to hold strong antisemitic and Holocaust 
denying views. The fact that Tony Lecomber (convicted 
bomber and thug) is number two in the party, Colin 
Smith (drugs, theft, violence) and Alan Gould (recently 
convicted for a racist attack) are two of its London 
organisers and Steve Cartwright (self-admitted 
Holocaust denier) remains in a position of power 
graphically illustrates that nothing has really changed. 

If the BNP were so appalled by nazism, why is it 
strengthening links with the National Alliance, 
America’s leading nazi organisation? Griffin is in direct 
contact with William Pierce, leader of the Alliance and 
author of The Turner Diaries, the book that has inspired 
a generation of racist terrorists, while Cotterill is an 
integral part of the Alliance's US operation. 

One must also be careful to not take BNP propaganda 
at face value. Last month a BNP website pronounced a 
91% increase in party membership last year. Yet at the 
time of Griffin’s election last September, he and his sup- 
porters claimed a 41% increase in two years. 

Unfortunately, a growing number of people seem to 
be prepared to accept the BNP as the new constitu- 
tional movement it purports to be. Such acceptance is 
the first crucial step in normalising the BNP as just 
another political party, and giving it the credibility that 
it currently lacks. 

Refusing to accept the BNP as a democratic constitu- 
tional movement does not mean underestimating its 
danger. With Labour continuing to alienate its core vot- 
ers, and the rabidly racist campaign launched by the 
media in recent weeks, the BNP is likely to gain and in 
some areas, probably substantially. However, by refus- 







ing to give the BNP the respectability of being simply — 
another political party and by exposing the BNP for 
what it really is, we go some way down the road of 
reducing its credibility. / 

The BNP is a growing danger, but do not believe 
everything it says. 





The BNP claims that Britain is on the verge of a 
nationalist upheaval on a scale equal to and 
perhaps beyond that of the 1970s National Front. 
Some activists have even suggested that the BNP 
has already reached the voting strength of the 
Front, by claiming that the 100,000 European 
election votes the BNP obtained were equivalent 
to the 235,000 votes the NF polled in council 
elections in 1977, if the low European election 
turnout is taken into account. 

While there is certainly cause for concern, this 
view is both alarmist and inaccurate. 

Comparisons with the NF at its peak in the 
1970s are quite absurd. In 1976 the NF’s 48 
council candidates in Leicester polled 43,733 
votes, an average of 19%, while in Bradford the 
party polled almost 9,000 votes, a 12% share. The 
following year the NF polled 235,000 votes in the 
400 seats it contested. Ninety one of these seats _ 
were in London, where it took 119,000 votes. 
Elsewhere, the NF polled 6,020 votes in Coventry, 
while in Warley it obtained 7,424. 

In last year’s European elections the BNP polled 
102,647 votes, a 1% share. While this vote is 
alarming, it is nowhere near the 1970s success. In 
the entire East Midlands region, covering several 
million voters, the BNP polled 9,342 votes, a 
1.29% share, less than a quarter of the votes that 
the NF obtained in just one city. In Yorkshire and 
Humberside, the BNP attracted fewer votes oe, 
the NF achieved in Bradford alone. 

The 1970s NF peaked with a membership of 
17,500. Last autumn 1,500 ballot papers were 
circulated to members in the BNP leadership 
election. NF marches regularly attracted 
thousands of supporters; today the BNP can only 
manage 350 at its annual rally. 
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London’s mayoral candidates talk to Searchlight on racism and fascism 


RACISM DIMISHES US ALL 
LABOUR FRANK DOBSON 


RACISM CAUSES fear and misery, blights opportunity 
and diminishes us all. It leads to terrible tragedies like 
the death of Stephen Lawrence. It stops people seeing 
each other as human beings and prevents them 
working together to make life better for everyone. 

London's greatest strength is its diversity. Racial 
discrimination threatens this strength. London loses if 
our diversity of cultures is not valued. For all these 
reasons, tackling racism is an absolute priority. 

Firstly, communities, crime and the police. 

To build communities where everyone feels safer we 
need to fight crime, if we are to fight crime we have to 
do it together. Just as communities need to have 
confidence in their police, so the police can only carry 
out their job properly if they have the confidence and 
support of their communities. 

I will make the police more relevant to their 
community: 

@ extending programmes — already working in areas 
like Eltham - which raise awareness of the community 
police officers and actively promote partnerships with 
the community, 

@ ensure a named neighbourhood police officer, 

@ recruit more black and Asian police officers. 

I will make the Police Force more relevant to London. 

Trevor Philips as Deputy Mayor will chair the 
Metropolitan Police Authority and make fighting racism 
a priority for London's police to make sure we never 
again face the shame of our police authority being 
accused of institutionalised racism. 

Secondly, training and employment. 

One of the greatest problems London faces is 
unemployment — particularly amongst young blacks 
and Asians. 

Opportunity is the gateway to achievement. That is 
why my strategy is twofold: 

Training — gearing training programmes, services and 
jobs to young black and Asian people. And business — 
encouraging black and Asian-led businesses to establish 
and thrive. My Taskforce on Black and Asian 
Unemployment, comprising of some of the most able 
and accomplished members of London's African, Afro- 
Caribbean and Asian communities, will report in the 
first year on how best to achieve this strategy. 

Thirdly, giving a lead. I can be trusted to lead on 
fighting for equality and against racism because I have 
been doing it all my life. 

I was an executive member of Britain’s anti-apartheid 
movement and gave evidence on its behalf to the 
United Nations Committee on sporting links with South 
Africa during the apartheid era. It was a moving 
experience to go there in 1998 and meet friends, now in 
government, who had been part of that struggle. 

Closer to home, I have always been active in the fight 
against racism in London. I have never been more 
proud to be Labour than in 1994 when I was Shadow 
Minister for London and we managed to end the BNP’s 
electoral ambitions in Millwall. 

I have striven to promote equality of opportunity and 
representation. As Health Secretary over half the 
appointments I made to NHS Boards in London were 
women and over 1 in 5 from ethnic minority 
backgrounds. 

As a school governor, I have sought to ensure the 
achievement of all. London has the huge advantage of 
over 300 languages spoken in our schools and I want to 
see this utilised for the benefit of the children 
themselves and of London. 

Overall, I will work to see that London is a city where 
everyone is valued and feels valued. Where racism has 
no place. And where all communities can work together 
to make life better for everyone. 


OUR COMMUNITIES WANT EQUALITY AND RESPECT 
CONSERVATIVE STEVE NORRIS 


IWANT two words to be at the heart of improving race 
relations in this city - equality and respect. Until we get 
those values understood at all levels of our society, 
including by the police, we will continue to suffer as a 
city. That is not a situation that a city like London -— 
where one third of the population comes from 
London's ethnic communities — can afford. The 
problems of London's ethnic communities are often 
very different to those talked about in the media. 
Commentators and other candidates in this election 
have talked about how transport is the main issue. And 
yet all the research that I have carried out suggests that 
it is in fact a “white issue”. 

For black Londoners, the issues are jobs, policing, 
health and housing. For Asian Londoners, they are 
jobs, policing, housing and education. As a city, I 
believe we have a long way to go before we achieve 
equality. 

Many Londoners in our ethnic communities are 
unable to realise their full potential because of 
discrimination and racism. That behaviour doesn't just 
harm our ethnic communities, it damages the whole 
city by poisoning race relations and holding back the 
economy. Many more are condemned to inadequate 
housing, under performing schools, poorer health and 
inadequate healthcare facilities. I want to see this cycle 
of deprivation broken. 

As Mayor, I will champion higher standards in public 
services which have been allowed to deteriorate in so 
many parts of the inner city. I will also see to it that the 
acute shortage of affordable housing in London is 
addressed. 

On policing, I want to see one word, “respect”, as the 
watchword of how London is policed. The 
Metropolitan Police will never earn the respect of every 
ethnic community in London until they themselves 
treat the communities they serve with respect. 

The mishandling of the Stephen Lawrence affair 
highlighted the problems caused by a lack of 
democratic accountability of policing in London. It will 
be the Mayor's role to make up that democratic deficit. 
I am prepared to support “stop and search” as a 
legitimate and potentially valuable weapon in the fight 
against crime and it is our ethnic communities who are 
the biggest victims of crime in this city. But I will not 
tolerate officers who treat our law-abiding citizens 
without respect. 

I want our police to be fearless in the execution of 
their duties but also matchless in the courtesy which 
they show every Londoner. I will also set targets for the 
recruitment of ethnic minorities to the Metropolitan 
Police. They will never earn the respect of every ethnic 
community until those communities are as fully 
represented in the police as they are in the rest of 
society. 

The Mayor will also have a big role to play in setting 
an example to the rest of the community. I have said 
that London's government needs to look like London. I 
said it because I am serious about London being 
governed by people drawn from every community in 
this city. As Mayor, I will see to it that London's ethnic 
diversity is fully reflected in the appointments I make, 
and in the appointments of the GLA, at every level. 
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OPEN DOOR POLICY LISTENING TO LONDON 
LIBERAL DEMOCRAT SUSAN KRAMER 


LET US make no mistake about this, racism is 
abhorrent, it is a blight on civilised societies and a 
cancer that eats away at civil liberties, civic life and the 
proper functioning of modern society. 

Navnit Dholakia, one of the Liberal Democrat peers 
in the House of Lords, was the one who campaigned to 
ensure that the GLA Bill included an anti- 
discrimination clause. The Liberal Democrats have 
been at the forefront of battling for anti-discrimination 
legislation for many years. 

And it will be the Liberal Democrat members of the 
GLA who will act as the bulwark against all forms of 
discrimination and racism. 

Fairness, opportunity for all and human rights are at 
the very core of my own values and those of my party. 
Now we have the chance to tackle racism and 
discrimination here in London, the single most 
ethnically diverse city in Europe, and what a challenge 
it is. 

London has much to be proud of and it must be 
remembered that there are thousands of ordinary 
Londoners from a host of ethnic backgrounds who are 
appalled by racism. They are as disgusted as you or I, 
when they read racist graffiti or hear racist abuse. It is 
to these people I appeal to help me to tackle this issue, 
head on. 

We have a number of ideas which I feel will help. 
Firstly, I want to see senior members of the business 
community, representatives from all ethnic groups, 
seconded into senior, consultative roles with the 
Metropolitan Police for up to two years at a time. This 
will help remove the ‘canteen culture’ of racism in the 
Met. at the most senior level. They will also act as role 
models for junior police officers from ethnic 
minorities. 

I will introduce a Community Safety Constabulary 
whose role it will be to act as a link between the police 
and all London's various communities. 

They will be a visible presence, patrolling the streets, 
available to the public as a first point of contact. This is 
not an alternative police force but rather a means of 
taking some of the pressure off the police whilst at the 
same time allowing those communities who may have 
lost some confidence in the police, to restore that 
confidence in dealing with a visible uniformed 
presence. By the end of my first term in office there will 
be one Community Constable in each London ward. 
The constables will be drawn from people already 
working in the public sector such as park wardens, 
estate managers and parking attendants. 

This will go some way towards fighting the blight of 
what the Macpherson Report called ‘institutionalised 
racism’. As London Mayor, I will set up a Civic Forum 
so that all stakeholders in London can put their case to 
the Mayor. 


BLACK VOICES MUST BE HEARD 
INDEPENDENT KEN LIVINGSTONE 


THE MAYOR and the Greater London Authority have a 
crucial role to play in addressing the concerns and 
priorities of ethnic minority communities in London. 

I will ensure the full implementation of the Stephen 
Lawrence Inquiry recommendations in relation to 
policing, and make it a sackable offence for any police 
officer to refuse to co-operate with future 
investigations into colleagues accused of racism or 
corruption. The high level of black people who have 
been stopped under “Stop and Search” is unacceptable, 
and proves that officers must be properly trained if this 
strategy is to succeed in solving crime rather than 
victimising people. 

As mayor I would address the disproportionately 
high level of unemployment among ethnic minorities. 
While average unemployment in London is 6%, 
unemployment among ethnic minorities is 15% in 
Greater London and 19% in inner London. I would 
ensure that resources for job creation were targeted at 
the communities most in need. I would also monitor 
recruitment to ensure that the workforce at every 
level of the Greater London Authority, and in the 
police and the fire service, properly reflects the 
proportion of ethnic minority people in London’s 
population. 

Poverty and social exclusion disproportionately 
affect ethnic minorities in inner city boroughs. As 
mayor I would bring together each of the 32 London 
boroughs, the seven Training and Enterprise Councils 
and the private sector to co-ordinate a strategy for 
regeneration, focusing on the areas of greatest 
deprivation. I would support ethnic minority small 
businesses and entrepreneurs. While the mayor will not 
have control over education in London, I would 
campaign to highlight the unacceptably high number 
of ethnic minority children being expelled from 
schools. 

The London mayor will need to support and help 
build the kind of alliances among black, Asian and 
Jewish organisations that helped defeat the BNP in 
Tower Hamlets. The current hysteria generated by the 
press around asylum seekers must end if we are to 
avoid an increase in racist attacks in London. 

The ethnic minorities have made a unique and 
valuable contribution to cultural life in London 
through the arts and festivals. The mayor and GLA 
should support the Notting Hill Carnival, Greenwich 
Asian Mela, Chinese and Turkish New Year celebrations 
and Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, Hindu and Christian 
festivals. These celebrations do not receive adequate 
public support at present. 

A Black Londoners’ Forum will provide a much- 
needed voice for ethnic minorities in London and the 
mayor and GLA must listen to and act upon its 
suggestions. 
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Nick Lowles reports on the Leeds academic set to 
defy protests and attend white supremacist jamboree 


Hysterical over racism 


management by attending a white supremacist 

ally in the USA. Leeds University, where Ellis lec- 

tures in the Russian and Slavonic Studies department, 

had withdrawn his leave after Searchlight exposed his 

plans to speak at the biannual rally of American 

Renaissance, a monthly publication whose leading fol- 

lowers support the notion of the biological superiority 
of white people. 

“This outfit is drawing racism from the extreme right 
on the basis of scientific racism,” says Leonard Zeskind 
on American Renaissance. “It is the intellectual centre 
for constructing an American white nationalism 
stripped of conspiracy theories and paramilitary infan- 
tilism.” 

Despite being a Russian lecturer, Ellis is intending to 
talk on “The Macpherson Report: Racial Hysteria in 
Britain”. His speech is believed to include a sharp attack 
on race relations in Britain. An insight into his politics 
can be found in two articles he wrote recently for the 
far-right magazine Right Now! 

“Were one to take the white and male out of science 
and technology one would have no science, just witch- 
craft, Third World squalor, misery and mega-incompe- 
tence,” he wrote last year. 

He went on to denounce those striving for a fairer 
society. “For the seekers after ‘social justice’ equal 
opportunity theory offers a ready-made explanation of 
life’s supposed unfairness: it nurtures unnatural expec- 
tations for women and legitimises their grievances 
when things go wrong or turn out differently; it justifies 
black hatred and persecution of whites in the names of 
quotas and preferential treatment; it provides the justi- 
fication and means for homosexuals to raise a perver- 
sion to the status of a violated right and demand moral 
compensation and it affords a perfect excuse for Africa’s 
bloody failures of which we are daily reminded.” 

The Guardian was the first newspaper to take up the 
Searchlight story, soon followed by other national and 
local newspapers. After the media attention, Leeds 
University issued a statement withdrawing Ellis’s appli- 
cation for leave. Although he had told his department of 
his intention to attend the conference, he had failed to 
relay the nature of the event. 

Others called for more action. Andrew Pakes, presi- 
dent of the National Union of Students, said: “T fail to 
understand how the university can cancel his leave but 
allow him to carry on lecturing. If the university cannot 
legally dismiss him, he should at least be strongly disci- 
plined.” 

Ellis told one reporter that his politics were the same 
as those of Jared Taylor, editor of American Renaissance 
and organiser of the conference. If that is so, then Ellis 
must agree with Taylor’s basic premise that black people 
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are incapable of becoming good US citizens. He will no 
doubt also agree that attempts to reform the political 
and legal framework of US society in the 1950s and 
1960s were wrong. “It takes even more courage to admit 
those ideals may have been false, that the goal was 
unattainable and perhaps not even desirable,” wrote 
Taylor in The Real American Dilemma: Race, 
Immigration, and the Future of America. 

But Ellis seems unmoved by the protests, insisting 
that he intends to defy the university and speak at the 
conference. In a letter to The Guardian Ellis wrote: “The 
university’s initial request that I make disclaimers to the 
effect that the views to be expressed by me at the con- 
ference are mine and not the university’s is unprece- 
dented. I have never been asked anything like this 
before. Unprecedented too was the demand that I pro- 
vide a copy of my paper in advance. The only possible 
reason for this request is so that what I have written 
could be vetted in advance, and, presumably, were 
something found which was not to the university's lik- 
ing, pressure would be brought to bear on me to sanitise 
my paper. I am having none of it. 1 am not aware that 
other members of the university have ever been asked 
to comply with such requests.” 

Attempting to make a political martyr of himself, Ellis 
purposefully ignores the main thrust of the Searchlight 
allegations, namely that the conference is no less than a 
racist rally. Speaking alongside Ellis will be known 
racists, Holocaust deniers and the deputy leader of the 
French fascist Front National. 

In a letter to Alan Wilson, Leeds University’s Vice- 
Chancellor, Searchlight wrote: “It is deplorable that 
Frank Ellis is set to defy the university and speak at a 
racist rally in the United States. He deliberately sought 
to disguise the true nature of the event from his depart- 
ment and in attending is ignoring not only the wishes of 
the university, but those of the vast majority of students 
and fellow academics. 

“This is not the question of free speech and academic 
freedom that Ellis would have us believe. The American 
Renaissance conference is not an academic event but a 
political rally. The unifying agenda of the conference is 
racism and the biological superiority of white people. 
He will be speaking alongside known racists, Holocaust 
deniers and fascists. 

“In the interests of its multicultural student and aca- 
demic base, and in line with its own equal opportunities 
policy, we urge the university to do everything in its 
power to prevent Ellis from attending this racist jam- 
boree. If he insists on attending, whether in college time 
or not, the university should lose no time in disciplining 
him. 

“Not to do so will tarnish the reputation of Leeds 
University in the eyes of many.” 
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A promise kept 
on Athena Day 


by Gerry Gable 


EPUTY ASSISTANT Commissioner John Grieve sat 

with Doreen and Neville Lawrence, the still griev- 

ing parents of Stephen, murdered, aged 18, seven 
years ago in Eltham, south London, by a vicious gang of 
racist criminals. Although Grieve is one of Scotland Yard's 
toughest detectives, having dealt with the Mafia, yardies 
and terrorism, he is a very humane and caring man who 
shared the Lawrences’ grief and their frustration at the 
original racially prejudiced police investigation, which 
was tainted by allegations of corruption. Further investi- 
gation and a private prosecution failed again to convict 
their son’s killers, leaving the Lawrences feeling betrayed. 

The Home Secretary in consultation with the 
Commissioner of London's police gave Grieve the unen- 
viable task of solving the Lawrence murder and over the 
following two years added a number of other racist or 
suspected racist killings to his case load, the latest being 
to review the investigation of the two deaths in Telford. 
He must not only find the culprits but also examine the 
pronounced failures of fellow officers: work liable to turn 
him into an outsider among his colleagues. Grieve’s con- 
fidence that he enjoyed top level police and political sup- 
port and was backed by a growing number of police offi- 
cers across the country spurred him on. 

The results of these investigations will have a long- 
term impact upon the future of policing in Britain. 

Grieve’s successful pursuit, prosecution and convic- 
tion of the gang that tortured and killed Michael Menson 
was not only a brilliant piece of police work but a remark- 
able piece of diplomacy. One gang member had fled to 
Northern Cyprus, which has no diplomatic links with the 
UK, yet Grieve got a Turkish Cypriot court to try him. 
Although the Menson case was high on Grieve's agenda 
and, as he willingly stated publicly, the Menson family’s 
determination had driven the case along, it was still the 
murder of Stephen Lawrence that haunted him day and 
night. 

Grieve'’s Racial and Violent Crime Task Force (CO24) 
was set up in August 1998 during the Macpherson 
inquiry into Stephen’s murder, but did not become fully 
operational until January 1999. Grieve brought in some 
of the Yard’s brightest and best detectives and then 
recruited a team of independent advisers from outside 
the police. Drawn from across London's multi-ethnic 
community, they included people with specialist expert- 
ise in fighting racism and fascism. After the Soho pub 
bombing last year, they were joined by a representative 
from the gay and lesbian community. 

These advisers were able greatly to assist police efforts 
to seek out Stephen's killers and those who had covered 
up for them by seeking out sources of information at 
community level. They have also been instrumental in 
helping communities come to terms with working with 
the police in matters of common interest such as hate 
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crimes. CO24 is also responsible for dealing with domes- 
tic violence and homophobic crime in the capital. The 
tear drop on the victim's face in material issued by CO24 
has been adopted around the country to symbolise the 
victims and viciousness of all hate crime. 

Grieve rightly describes CO24’s approach as intelli- 
gence-led policing. The Menson case was solved by mar- 
rying up existing police intelligence and a wave of new 
information obtained and analysed by his team of spe- 
cialists. Grieve always saw the Lawrence case as a long 
haul, chipping away at the weak links and developing 
evidence that would stand up in court. 

Grieve and his team of detectives and intelligence spe- 
cialists often worked around the clock to piece together 
the fragments of this huge jigsaw. Often the core team 
appeared close to physical collapse. He told his advisers 
that the one thing he feared was to let Stephen's parents 
down. 

Last month, after laying a series of false trails in the 
media, Grieve’s operational team struck. Following an 
intelligence-based plan, they made a series of arrests, 
rounding up new suspects. They also targeted people 
suspected of protecting the killers. In addition three of 
the men originally charged with the murder were 
detained over unrelated matters. 

On 22 March the Athena Day operation, — named after 
the Greek goddess of wisdom — was rolled out across 
London and beyond, led by Detective Chief 
Superintendent John Godsave. In the days preceding it a 
huge team of detectives and specialists in technical and 
surveillance operations had selected the targets. 

The action went far beyond the Lawrence case. 
Officers from the Community Safety Units, the 
Metropolitan Police's local anti-hate crime units, carried 
out nearly 100 raids on the homes of known racists, pur- 
veyors of hate material and football hooligans. Alongside 
the raids, in an effort to build community confidence, 
they also visited schools and problem estates, and set up 
stalls in shopping centres and bus and railway stations. 

By the end of the day the police had detained 100 peo- 
ple. Some of the targeted racists are also being sought on 
arrest warrants for other crimes, including drug dealing. 

Special hot lines were put in place and local press, 
radio and television were given access to parts of the 
operation. Victims were revisited and dozens of racists 
cautioned about their behaviour. In some areas local 
authorities are taking eviction proceedings against racist 
tenants. 

In an interview a few months ago Grieve declared that 
London would become a no-go area for haters and if they 
“strike and run’ they would be pursued wherever they 
went. Last month's operation shows he meant it and now 
at last his promise to the Lawrences was starting to be 
fulfilled. 





Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner 
John Grieve 











THE NEW British National Party leader, Nick Griffin, is 
already revealing his manipulative nature. His claim 
that he would introduce greater democracy to the party 
boiled down merely to replacing former Fiihrer John 
Tyndall’s one-man leadership with a chairman and 
advisory council, and no prizes for guessing who selects 
its members. Even the old National Front held elections 
for its leader and an executive committee. 

Identity, the BNP’s new official magazine, has 
adopted the Orwellian tactic of boosting friends and 
downgrading those currently out of favour. Take, for 
example, the announcement that Sharron Edwards has 
been appointed as Griffin's deputy. 

Identity claims she joined the BNP from the National 
Democrats several years ago. No, it was just two years 
ago but she and her husband were rapidly promoted 
because of their close friendship with the Griffins. Her 
“dumb blonde’ role in the BBC programme, Losing The 
Race, last year could hardly have inspired the confi- 
dence of BNP members as she rapidly climbed the 
party ladder. 

But where better to seek an insider's view of the 
nature of Griffin’s politics, than in an interview given 
by Derek Holland to Deutsche Stimme, the publication 
of the youth wing of the German nazi group 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschland (NPD) last 
December. Holland, a political soldier, was one of the 
comrades-in-arms who accompanied Griffin on his 
famous trip to Colonel Gaddafi’s Libya in the late 
1980s. 

Today Holland is a leading officer in the International 
Third Position (ITP) and shuttles between his family in 
Huntingdon and far-right circles in Vatican City. The 
ITP was the brainchild of the convicted Italian terrorist 
Roberto Fiore and the direct descendent of the political 
soldier wing of the National Front in the mid 1980s. This 
was, of course, the activist training ground where 
Griffin himself operated until a few years ago and from 
where he launched his successful takeover bid of the 
BNP, whose policies are beginning to echo the core ide- 
ology of Fiore and the ITP. 

Much of Holland’s interview should be taken with a 
pinch of salt. He boasts that, when the political soldiers 
took control of the old NE they increased the size and 
frequency of the NF newspaper. He fails to mention 
that whole NF branches refused to handle it because it 
carried photographs and praise of black ultra national- 
ists on the cover. 

Holland’s greatest distortion is his claim that about 
three quarters of the membership left with him when 
the political soldiers broke away to form the ITP. Yet he 
admits the ITP started with 100 to 150 members, which 
would have been less than 10% of the NF’s membership 
at that time. 


Most revealing is his explanation of how the political 
soldiers drove ordinary members out of the NF by rais- 
ing the membership fee from £3 to £8 a year and giving 
members just 28 days to send the cash “or consider 
themselves out”. The remaining members were divided 
into two classes and only the political soldiers — the elite 
cadre who paid at least £120 a year — had the right to 
vote. After the 28 days 70% of the membership had 
gone but the NF ended up with more money. 

Money is very important to these ideologues, who put 
usury high up their hate list. Searchlight revealed in the 
late 1980s that money-lending among the political sol- 
diers was rife and interest rates were none too liberal. 

Holland hints at the truth when he speaks of the ITP 
creating “an economic network” to give the elite mem- 
bers the financial security to carry out their revolution- 
ary tasks. After the reports in the media last year about 
the ITP’s handful of charity shops in Britain that bring 
in a mere £46,000 a year, it might be thought that this is 
the main source of the ITP’s funds. In fact much of the 
money comes from a wide range of enterprises such as 
the fascist agricultural communes set up by Fiore in 
Italy and probably Spain. Their produce may already be 
turning up in alternative food outlets across Europe, 
including Britain. 

What Holland does not mention is that, as several of 
the key Italian players in the groups allied to the ITP are 
bank robbers first and political activists second, at least 
a few crumbs are clearly dropping off that table. 

On top of this is the ITP’s sponging off old women 
such as the late Rosine de Bounevialle. And the huge 
amounts of money made by the Fiore empire’s slum 
landlord and appalling labour enterprises are more than 
enough to support small cranky groups such as the ITP. 

Holland claims the ITP needed a firm financial base 
so that it did not have to depend on its members to 
carry the financial burden of a full-time elite revolu- 
tionary cadre. The truth is that the group has hardly any 
members in Britain to rely upon but, because of the 
large amount of cash flowing in, is able to produce a 
wide range of political material from books to tapes, t- 
shirts and music. Holland says: “Revolution is impossi- 
ble without money” and the ITP’s funding demon- 
strates its subversion in every sense of the word. Who 
will bring forth this world revolution? Well Holland 
describes them as “active fighters”, based in Spain, 
Poland, Italy, Germany, Romania, the Czech Republic 
and North and Central America. 

Holland rounds up the interview with a long diatribe 
about “sacrifice”, ranging from (here we go again) 
financial support to giving one’s whole life to the move- 
ment. Martyrdom is never far from the ultra- 
Catholicism of Holland. He must be taking some per- 
sonal credit for the progress that he and Fiore have 
made on the right of the Church in Italy, Poland, Spain 
and even Britain. 

It’s a odd world in which it was their Libyan hosts who 
thought Holland was crazy when he visited them and 
not the religious backwoodsmen in Rome. 


Y Derek Holland left with fellow 1980s NF leaders 
Graham Williamson and Nick Griffin 
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In 1996 Searchlight exposed a number of Combat 
18 race hate CDs. Now, three and a half years 
later, Searchlight can reveal that another two CDs 
produced by British bands clearly break the law. 
Valhalla’s Warriors by Warhammer and Reds 
Better Run When We’re on the Attack by Chingford 
Attack clearly contravene the Public Order Act 
1986, which makes the singing, recording, 
production, selling and distributing of material 
likely to incite racial hatred punishable by two 
years’ imprisonment. 

One CD previously traced by Searchlight was 
Barbecue in Rostock, the work of No Remorse, a 
Combat 18 band led by Will Browning, now the 
group’s leader. It was produced under the ISD 
label, a CD company set up by Browning and 
named after the late Skrewdriver lead singer, lan 


UE IN ROSTOCK | vitttand antsomictrics 
Nick Lowles investigates 
down the peddiars of hate 


The CD’s title glorified the nazi skinhead burning 
of a refugee hostel in Rostock, eastern Germany, 
in 1992. 

Searchlight revealed that the CD was mastered 
and pressed by Nimbus (UK), a CD manufacturer 
based in South Wales. Reluctantly, and only after 
considerable pressure by Searchlight and The 
Guardian, the company called in the police. 
Leighton Jones, a local C18 activist, was eventually 
prosecuted and imprisoned for organising the CD. 
C18 subsequently moved its CD operation abroad 
to avoid similar action. Initially ISD Records was 
incorporated into the larger NS88 Records run in 
Sweden by Marcel Schilf. But Searchlight can now 
reveal that C18 has moved production to Hatefront 
Records in Germany, run by one B Perusch. 

The exposure of Barbecue in Rostock curtailed 
the excesses of the British nazi CD business, which 
had, between 1994 and 1997, raised nearly 
£200,000 for C18. Bands became more conscious 
of their lyrics, while the decision to move ISD 
Records out of Britain dramatically reduced the 
profit and control C18 had on its music empire. 

In recent years the white power music scene has 
become increasingly more international, as bands 
and music organisers seek means to avoid tight 
legal restrictions in countries such as Britain and 
Germany, and the increasing awareness within the 
music industry of the nazi operation. 

This makes identification and prevention much 
harder, but by no means impossible. While 
Barbecue in Rostock was a purely British operation 
— in its recording, production and distribution - the 
latest C18 CDs are an international effort involving 
nazis from four different countries. Recording 
takes place in Britain, production is organised in 
Germany and Switzerland, and distribution is 
carried out in Germany and Scandinavia, where 
Marcel Schilf operates from his Swedish base, 
using a Danish mailing address. 

Searchlight will be sending a report of its 
findings to the authorities. We hope they will have 
the courage to prosecute the members of the 
bands Warhammer and Chingford Attack under 
sections 18, 19 and 23 of the Public Order Act 
1986. Under these provisions, which deal with the 
displaying, performing, recording and publishing of 
racist material, the Crown Prosecution Service only 
has to prove that “racial hatred is likely to be 
stirred up”. 
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Warhammer Forged in hate 
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18 and its followers across Europe, Searchlight can 

eveal. Valhalla’s Warriors glorifies the Holocaust, 
and calls for more Jews to be gassed and black people to 
be killed. It is the work of Warhammer, a C18-supporting 
band from the Northeast, and is produced under the C18 
label, ISD Records. 

Valhalla’s Warriors is the most extreme British CD 
since No Remorse produced Barbecue in Rostock in 
1996. Nearly every song boasts of the group’s nazi poli- 
tics and several quite clearly contravene the Public 
Order Act 1986. There is little doubt that the authorities 
would have enough grounds to prosecute the band. 

Warhammer was formed in 1997, initially coming 
under the Blood and Honour (B&H) umbrella organisa- 
tion. Its first gig was in the Chilton area of County 
Durham on 14 March 1998. When B&H split from C18 
that summer, Warhammer threw its allegiance behind 
Will Browning’s group. However, one member of the 
band, known within the movement as Tulip, objected 
and subsequently left. 

Since then Warhammer has become a regular feature 
on the C18 scene, performing at concerts in Britain 
abroad. The group has performed twice in Germany and 
last July was part of a 30-strong C18 group that travelled 
to Portadown in Northern Ireland. 

The band’s lead singer is Rod Aitken, from Gateshead. 
A doorman by employment, he is also known to be a 
bare-knuckle fighter. An issue of the C18-produced 
Blood and Honour magazine described Rod as “a real 
barbarian”. An article in the C18 magazine Strikeforce 
compares him to “the hulk”. 

Another member of the band is Fraser Robinson. 
During a trip to Germany last November, where the 


Aes illegal CD is being distributed by Combat 
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band was playing at a nazi concert, he purchased CS gas 
canisters. These were later intercepted after he or a 
German friend posted them back to his home County 
Durham. He claimed no knowledge of the CS gas, telling 
the court that he was expecting a package of CDs that 
were being produced in Germany - clearly a reference to 
the Warhammer CD. He was found guilty at Durham 
Crown Court and is currently on one year’s probation. 

Robinson is well known in the Northeast for his vio- 
lence. During the early 1990s he was involved in a num- 
ber of savage attacks on anti-fascists and punks. At the 
time he was the Durham organiser for the British 
National Party. 

Another member of the band is known as “Slash”. 
Heavily tattooed, including an image of a scor- 
pion on the side of his shaved head, 
Warhammer’s drummer has recently 
become lead singer for Browning’s 
No Remorse. 

Production of the CD was 
organised by Perusch, a 
German nazi from Bamburg. 
Perusch, better known 
within the movement as 
Pernod, runs Hatefront 
Records and is lead singer 
of the nazi band, Hate 
Society. Hate Society’s 
debut CD was entitled 
Hell’s Your Place. It was fol- 
lowed by Sounds of Racial 
Society, which as the title 
suggests is highly racist and 
quite illegal under German law. 

















Perusch has become increasingly important to the 
C18 music network and has replaced Marcel Schilf and 
NS88 Records as its main producer of CDs. This has not 
gone down well with Schilf, who was making a small for- 
tune from ISD material. Relations between Schilf and 
Perusch are not known to be good. 

Because of police interest in Perusch, including over 
the suspected piracy of Sony Play Station games, the 
conduit for material from Britain was Oliver, a Swiss 
nazi. 

Searchlight has discovered that the Warhammer CD 
was given to CD Press in Switzerland, which sent it on to 
another Swiss company, OMD, to master it. CD Press 
then produced the CDs. A spokesperson from CD Press 
admitted to Searchlight that the company had been 
involved in its production, but claimed it had not been 
aware of its contents. 

“The CD being in English meant that we could not 
check it. Our technicians only speak French and 
German,” the company explained. 

A spokesperson for OMD also distanced the company 









from the racist CD. “As we only mastered it,” she to 
Searchlight, “we had no reason to check the lyrics”. 

While Searchlight in no way suggests that either com- 
pany knew the true nature of the CD, this does once 
again highlight the shortcomings in the CD manufactur- 
ing business, an industry with few or no checks. 
Speaking after the revelation that Nimbus (UK) had 
manufactured Barbecue in Rostock, Distronics general 
manager Sue Stephen said: “If you are a reputable com- 
pany you just don’t want to be involved with anything 
that is morally or legally reprehensible. Sometimes it is 
difficult to spot offensive material, but if you have the 
right procedures in place and you ensure that you are 
constantly on your guard, it should be possible to stay 
within the law.” 

With a plethora of companies around the world both 
willing and capable of manufacturing CDs, nazis will 
continue to have little problem in getting their material 
produced. However, as shown in Britain with Barbecue 
in Rostock, action, even after the CD has been pro- 
duced, can have a detrimental effect on the nazi music 
business. Although only one man was ever convicted for 
the CD, the nazis lost thousands of pounds and, perhaps 
more importantly, C18 was forced to move its opera- 
tions abroad, thus losing control of the process and 
money that would otherwise have found its way into its 
coffers. 

There is no question that the Warhammer CD contra- 
venes several sections of the Public Order Act 1986. Swift 
action by the authorities will not only deal with these 
racist thugs, but send a message out to other bands that 
society will not tolerate such music. 
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DIE JEW DIE 


Death to the creature I despise 
Die Jew die 

I can see right through your lying 
eyes 

Die Jew die 

You’re the scum of the earth | 
despise 

Die Jew die 

Treacherous scumbag make my day 
Zykion B is the only way 

Die Jew die 





HANG ’EM ALL 


Hang the Jews and the niggers too 
Red communist bastards 

We'll sacrifice you 

Jew, Jew, eternal Jew 

Niggers and reds we’re after you 
Now we've got the stinking nigger 
Swinging from Africa over here 
Bringing fear and disease to our land 
When will the white man understand 


THIS IS ENGLAND 


They give our land to foreign scum 
Open the doors and in they come 
What makes it worse, we have no 
say 

Why don’t they just go away 

This is England, she is ours, get out! 
This is England, she is ours, get out! 
How many times have we gotta shout 
Get those f***ing niggers out 

When I get my hands around their 
throats 

It makes me smile to see them 
choke 
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Chingford Attack 


ORMER OLYMPIC swimmer turned TV presenter 
FE siren Davies is the focus of hatred of another 

outrageous Combat 18 CD. Reds Better Run When 
We're on the Attack is produced by Chingford Attack, a 
band more commonly known as the Blackshirts. 

Dirty White Whore, the song attacking Ms Davies, is 
just one of a number of highly racist and inflammatory 
songs on the album. Like the Warhammer album, this 
CD clearly breaks the Public Order Act 1986. 

Ms Davies has been a central hate figure for C18 for 
several years, her crime being her relationship with the 
former black athlete Derek Redmond. In 1995 the group 
reproduced a picture of the couple under the headline: 
“Death to all race-mixers”. In January 1997 she was the 
intended recipient of a bomb hidden in a videocassette 
dispatched from Sweden. The bomb was intercepted 
before it reached its target and three C18 supporters were 
imprisoned. During the court case it was revealed that 
the man orchestrating the bombing campaign was Will 
Browning, the leader of C18. 

The song opens with a number of radio broadcasts 
about the police raids that followed the abortive bomb- 
ing campaign. It leaves a chilling message for Davies. 
“You know the score, you're a dirty white whore; Gonna 
send you a bomb like we did before.” 

It continues: 

“You didn't like it when we sent you bombs 

Well that’s what you get when you shag them wogs 

There's no point crying cause no one made you 

You're just a dirty white race traitor” 

The CD is the product of East London C18. On vocals 
are Brett Keown and John Slaz Henderson, Matthew 
Keown plays bass, while on guitar is Graham King. 
Additional guitar work is by Will Browning. 

Other highly racist and illegal songs include Dirty 
Black Bastard and Coon Hunt. All three clearly contra- 
vene the Public Order Act 1986, which provides that 
singing, recording or distributing music likely to incite 
racial hatred is punishable by two years in prison. 

Like the Warhammer CD, this album was produced by 
C18’s link man in Germany, Bruno Perusch, better 
known within the white music scene as Pernod. Using an 
intermediary in Switzerland, Perusch arranged for the 
CD to be produced there. Its mastering was done by 
Multi Media Masters and Machinery SA (MMMM) and it 
was pressed at the nearby CD Plant Tecval SA, a sub- 
sidiary of a Swedish CD company. 

By organising production abroad, the band hoped to 
avoid the legal problems faced by Barbecue in Rostock. 
However, by advertising themselves on the CD sleeve, 
they open the way for prosecution for the recording and 
performing of material likely to incite racial hatred. 


20 Searchlight April 2000 


Dirty Black Bastard 


Come on now its racial war 

Listen nigger lll take no more 

All you do is rape and mug 

Now filthy nigger your grave’s been dug 


See him rap, dirty black bastard 
See him mug, dirty black bastard 
See him steal, dirty black bastard 
I hate you 


Nigger scum what you gonna do 
Without your friend the stinking Jew 
Get your slags and leave our lands 
Now the white man’s made a stand 


Coon Hunt 


Gonna catch me a nigger, gonna put him ina 
van 

Take him to the forest to meet the Klan 

Give him two minutes to run away 

Load up my gun, gonna blow him away 


Coon hunt, nowhere to run 
Coon hunt, your time has come 
Coon hunt, make him pay 

Coon hunt, blow him away 


He’s swinging from the trees, trying to get away 
For sins of his race he’s about to pay 

Fucked with us, now Ill pay him back 

No nigger-lover here to cut you no slack 


Reds Better Run When 
Were cn the Attack 


‘ . 





Hipkin bows out 
by Nick Lowles 


house of Chris Hipkin. After several years of editing 

Blood and Honour, and before that British Oi!, the 
Derby-based nazi has decided to call it a day, citing per- 
sonal feuds and sneering accusations that he has stolen 
money as the reasons for his departure. 

Throughout his period in control he has, his resigna- 
tion letter reads, been attacked by reds and called an 
informer by other nationalist groups. The final straw was 
being called a thief by someone inside the Blood and 
Honour network (B&H), an umbrella group that suppos- 
edly unites skinhead bands and followers in Britain. 

His mournful letter refers to a claim made by Brutal 
Attack’s lead singer, Ken McKellan, that he might have 
misappropriated B&H’s fund for his own use. The con- 
frontation occurred at a B&H concert in Kent on 26 
February, moments before McKellan was due on stage. 
As the west London band Legion of Saint George were 
finishing their set, McKellan approached the rotund 
magazine editor, propped up at the bar with friends, and 
demanded to see the B&H accounts. With little love lost 
between the two men already, Hipkin took this request as 
a personal insult and told McKellan where to go. 

Angered, Hipkin and his friends would not let up and 
teased McKellan about his wife, who had recently walked 
out on him after discovering he had fathered a child with 
another woman. 

First a bottle flew and then McKellan and his friends 
tried to attack Hipkin. Fortunately for the East Midlander, 
who is not known for his fighting prowess, others pulled 
the attackers off. McKellan stormed out of the gig. 

Over the next few days Hipkin made up his mind to call 
it a day. His close friend Steve Calladine read out Hipkin’s 
resignation letter at the Woodbine Working Men's Club in 
a small Northampshire village a week later, where the 
B&H leaders were meeting to discuss the present state of 
the B&H scene. Unsurprisingly, Hipkin’s resignation 
occupied much of the agenda. 

Calladine is better known on the B&H scene as Stigger, 
lead singer of Warlord and a former member of 
Skrewdriver. Stigger, Hipkin and the host of the meeting, 
Steve Swingfen, have led the small clique in control of 
B&H since the split with Combat 18 in 1998. Most 
expressed approval when Stigger attacked McKellan for 
daring to infer that money had gone missing. The only 
dissenting voice was Glasgow-based Jamie Hunter, the 
supposed co-editor of Blood and Honour, who ques- 
tioned why Hipkin, if he had nothing to hide, was not 
there to defend himself. 

Despite the logic of Hunter’s view, the meeting went 
against McKellan. It was agreed, and minuted, that he 
had to apologise to Hipkin and urge him back. Whether 
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McKellan will agree to this humiliating climb down 
remains to be seen. 

Quite what will be lost by Hipkin’s departure is not 
clear. The magazine is at its most marginalised state since 
its inception in the late 1980s. The meeting heard that the 
number of subscribers had dropped to a mere 45 and the 
total print run was only 700 copies, many of which 
remained unsold. Almost everyone was shocked at this 
news, especially Simon Dutton who had only just 
exclaimed confidently that there were surely more than 
the 72 subscriptions that Charlie Sargent had when he 
ran the magazine in 1996. 

No one dared say it publicly, but there was an unmis- 
takable mood that Hipkin’s desertion may well be a bless- 
ing in disguise. Although Stigger claimed it would be dif- 
ficult to replace Hipkin, there are already mutterings that 
a new production team is being formed. 

The prognosis for B&H as an organisation is hardly 
better. Stigger told the audience that the bank balance 
stood at £826, while Steve Jones, lead singer of English 
Rose, explained how difficult it now was to sell CDs. A 
recent CD produced to raise money for B&H had hardly 
met its own costs. Out of 1,500 copies produced of Voice 
of Britain, a compilation of songs from British nazi 
bands, at the latest reckoning 1,200 remained unsold. 

It was a bad day all round for McKellan. He arrived at 
the meeting with the former C18 and White Wolves leader 
Del O’Connor, but within minutes of the start, his friend 
was unceremoniously excluded from the proceedings. 

McKellan lost another key battle over making stall 
holders pay for their presence at gigs. Recent B&H gigs 
have been more akin to a busy flea market, with tables 
and stalls lining the halls. At a gig in Northamptonshire 
before Christmas, Tyr Services, until recently linked to 
the British National Party, had six tables. 

Kev Noon, purveyor of Chelsea Headhunter t-shirts 
and other memorabilia, tried to avoid an entrance fee, 
claiming that he was providing a service to the audience. 
An enraged McKellan abused the sellers from the stage. 

While Tyr Services dutifully told B&H that it was pre- 
pared to pay as much as £50 a gig, other stall holders 
refused. Among those in attendance were “boots and 
buckles” man Mick Dunn and Celtic Warrior lead singer 
Billy Bartlett. Dunn spent most of the day bemoaning the 
fact that three nazi musicians formerly linked to his 
band, Chingford Attack, had produced their own CD 
under the same name. Dunn was upset that the CD and 
its sleeve carried personal attacks on him, though others 
in the room seemed less concerned. Privately many 
thought the band sounded better without him. 

The three-hour meeting came up with several ideas for 
revamping and modernising B&H. Heavily directed by 
Steve Jones's suggestion for a musicians’ network to 
encourage and support a new generation of nazi musi- 
cians, the meeting decided to establish a Central Fund to 
build up B&H’s reserves and create a new website. B&H is 
finally attempting to pull itself out of its present ghet- 
toised state and at least partially catch up with its coun- 
terparts in Germany, Sweden and the United States. 

However, it may be a lost cause. Few young people are 
joining the scene largely because the kind of white 
nationalist music performed by the Oi bands in B&H has 
little appeal to today’s youth. In addition, Searchlight’s 
continuing ability to find out what is going on hampers 
B&H’s best efforts. Does Dutton really believe that BkH 
will get away with booking a farm for an outdoor festival 
this summer? Do those who attended the meeting think 
that the US band Bound for Glory will actually make it 
into the country to play at a gig that many in the room 
believed would be the biggest event in Britain for years? 
Does Hunter really think that opening a bank account in 
Scotland for the Central Fund will conceal the B&H 
money trail from tax officers, and does Stigger really 
believe that he will get away with setting up his own CD 
label where so many others have failed in the past? 
Searchlight thinks not. 
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Gordon Saunders reports on the 
Newham Monitoring Project 


The Newham Monitoring Project (NMP) was founded in 1981 following the racist murder of Akhtar Ali Baig, 
killed by a group of youths in East Ham, east London, for a £5 bet. The NMP was initially set up to help 
ensure that the perpetrators of such racial attacks are brought to justice and convicted of their crimes. 
It later developed into a monitoring and campaigning group against racist attacks and police harassment. 
The NMP also began to provide practical advice and support, lobbying in individual cases and legal advice 
to victims of such injustices. 

The NMP works in east London in general but primarily in Newham. Its activities and approaches to 
dealing with injustices are directed by its roots in the black communities of east London. This origin is 
part of what makes the NMP unique and distinguishes it from statutory sector initiatives, which are often 
directed by government bodies. 

In 1998 the NMP made an oral submission to the Lawrence inquiry. It is currently involved in the 
campaigns against deaths in custody, stop-and-search and the police use of CS spray. It has succeeded in 
documenting all the reported incidents of police abuses of CS spray and was involved in the campaigns 
over Ibrahima Sey and Shiji Lapite, who both died after “restraint” by police officers using CS spray. 
Following these two successful campaigns, the juries at both the inquests into their deaths returned a 
verdict of unlawful killing. 

In east London the NMP has had to find ways to combat organised fascist activity from groups such as 
the BNP. This has been achieved through firstly monitoring the activity and secondly initiating campaigns, 
working with other like-minded community groups and activists. Examples of this have been the May 1994 
and May 1998 council elections in east London, where the NMP directly challenged the BNP’s election 
campaign through working with the community. A team of 40 volunteers from the community carried out 
leafleting and door-to-door visits to raise awareness across the community about the true nature of the 
BNP and other fascist parties, as well as expose their lies. 

In the fight against racism, Ashika Thanki from the NMP stated: “Our aim is to work closely with the local 
community, empowering individuals and building the capacity of the local black communities to tackle 
racism — this can be through legal means, setting up community associations, campaigning or through 
challenging local authorities/central government”. 

Part of the NMP’s work is to conduct education and youth work. This has previously included going into 
schools when requested and the NMP also uses an exhibition. It primarily focuses on teaching what 
racism is and who the organised racist and fascist groups in Britain are. It also educates young people on 
the nature of anti-racism and anti-fascism as well as the long-standing tradition of resistance to racism 
and fascism by the people of Newham. Most recently the NMP was among the contributors to the 
Searchlight Educational Trust’s “Communities Combating Hate” seminar, which took place in east London 
on 29 March. In May this year the NMP plans to relaunch its 24-hour Emergency Service, which will be 
staffed by trained volunteers and will provide immediate practical help to those in urgent need. 

Despite the NMP’s long history of good work on both a local and a national scale, its local council funding 
was cut off in 1997 and it is currently in desperate need for financial contributions to maintain its service 
and campaign work. The future for the NMP is uncertain, but all those who oppose racism and fascism 
can only hope that the NMP will be able to continue its work. 
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German nazis march for Haider 
By Graeme Atkinson 


FIVE HUNDRED nazis’ organised by the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) held 
a “Solidarity with Austria’ demonstration on 12 March 
after a Berlin court lifted a police ban. 

The nazis, who had planned to march to Berlin's his- 
toric Brandenburg Gate, instead found themselves sand- 
wiched there between several thousand demonstrators 
under the banner of the “Berlin Initiative: Europe with- 
out racism” on the east side of the gate and hundreds of 
militant anti-fascists to the west. 

Speakers at the Berlin Initiative rally included the 
President of the German parliament, Wolfgang Thierse, 
and the publicist Lea Rosh. They addressed a crowd 
mobilised by the churches and trade unions as well as 
the mainstream political parties. 

The nazis could only stage their rally because they 
were protected by more than 1,500 police inside a ring of 
police trucks, vans and water cannons. The NPD’s slo- 
gans were drowned by whistles and chants of “nazis out”, 
while the nazis themselves were the targets of a hail of 
stones, bottles and fruit. 

The demonstration, on the 62nd anniversary of the 
Anschluss between Austria and Germany, to show sup- 
port for Jorg Haider, was no repeat of the nazis’ victori- 
ous parade through the Brandenburg Gate on 29 
January. From the outset it had the air of a flop. Less than 
half the number expected turned out to march behind 
banners proclaiming, “We are one people: National soli- 
darity with Vienna’. 

They had planned to march through Kreuzberg, an 
anti-fascist stronghold with a large non-German popula- 
tion. This plan came to grief when hundreds of anti- 
fascists blocked the road in Kreuzberg’s Moritzplatz and 
forced both the police and the NPD leadership to con- 
clude that marching further might prove hazardous. As a 
result the march was diverted and shortened. 

As the NPD’s shaven-headed followers made their way 
to their meeting place, close to the Brandenburg Gate, 
clashes took place between police and anti-fascists along 
the route. The police made extensive use of water can- 
nons, batons and horses to launch repeated attacks on 
the anti-fascists, tearing down their banners. 

More than 200 were arrested — only 17 were nazis. The 
police regarded the day’s events as a success because 
they kept both sides apart. For the anti-fascists, it was 
also a victory because they prevented the NPD entering 
Kreuzberg and turned its march and rally into a fiasco. 

For the nazis was it a defeat and they got little encour- 
agement from the Austrians. The FPO’s secretary of state 
for tourism, Mares Rossmann, who was visiting Berlin for 
a conference, said, “That wouldn't have been possible in 
Austria ... we have a law banning this kind of thing”. 


Czech Republic Skinhead attack 


Violence by Czech skinheads hit the headlines again in 
February with a vicious attack in Pilsen. Police reported 
the arrest of two men, aged 16 and 17, shortly after an 
assault on two north Africans, one of whom was taken to 
hospital with head injuries. Soon after the attack, the 
Czech daily, Pravo, revealed that one of the victims was 
the son of a diplomat from an unnamed African state. So 
far nobody has been charged. 


Slovakia Nazi memorial stopped 


As a result of protests by intellectuals, almost all 
Slovakia’s political parties and the country’s President 
and government, the authorities in Zilina have been 
forced to cancel a planned commemoration of the 
wartime traitor and dictator Jozef Tiso. Tiso, who was 
executed in 1946, was to have been honoured with a 
large plaque on the initiative of the Slovak nationalist Jan 
Slota, who was removed as leader of the Slovak National 
Party last year after repeated racist outbursts and 
drunken behaviour at election meetings. The plaque was 
to have been unveiled on 14 March, the anniversary of 
what Slovak nationalists call “the foundation of the first 
Slovak state”. Slota has publicly described Tiso, who was 
responsible for the deportation and murder of 70,000 
Slovak Jews, as “a great personality”. 





Italy Football acts on raci 


After repeated displays of antisemitic, racist and fascist 
slogans in Italian football stadia, the Italian Football 
League has introduced new tough measures to stamp 
out such behaviour at matches. From now on, matches 
will be interrupted for up to 45 minutes if fans display 
racist banners. Racists will be told over loudspeakers to 
remove their banners, at the direction of senior police on 
duty in the stadium. If the banners remain, riot police 
will intervene and if order is not restored within 45 min- 
utes the match will be abandoned and the game possibly 
awarded to the opposing team. 

The move follows incidents in Rome's Olympic sta- 
dium in which fascist hooligans displayed banners prais- 
ing the late Serbian war criminal, Arkan. So far this year, 
910 police officers have been hurt attempting to control 
violence at football matches. 





Finland Asylum /aws 


Finland is tightening its already harsh asylum laws. Last 
year, of 3,106 asylum seekers who applied to stay, only 29 
were allowed to do so. The curbs are designed to prevent 
an influx of Roma from the Czech Republic, Slovakia and 
Poland, although “foreigners” account for only 1.7% of 
the population. All asylum applications will have to be 
dealt with within a week of being made and refugees will 
have no right of appeal. Critics of the planned changes 
have accused the Finnish government of removing any 
remaining right of legal protection for asylum seekers. 
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Austria Nazi bomber kills himself 


Franz Fuchs, jailed for life last year after a series of letter 
bomb attacks, has committed suicide in a Graz prison. 
Fuchs's reign of terror against leftists, liberal politicians, 
artists and human rights activists almost led to a state of 
siege over several years. In one attack, in Oberwart near 
the Hungarian border in February 1995, four Austrian 
Roma were murdered with a booby-trap pipe bomb. 
When Fuchs was finally arrested at a police road check, 
he detonated the bomb he was carrying, leaving himself 
with only two short stumps for arms. Despite this hand- 
icap, he hanged himself at the end of February by mak- 
ing a noose out of the cable of his electric shaver in his 
closely guarded cell. 
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VETERANS OF the Latvian Waffen SS marched through 
Riga last month commemorating their first joint opera- 
tion with the Nazis against Soviet troops 57 years ago. 
Around 4,000 ex-SS veterans and present-day national- 
ists marched under the flags of the Latvian Republic 
from the Dome cathedral to the Freedom monument, 
where they laid flowers. The march included 10 mem- 
bers of parliament — members of two nationalist parties 
of the ruling coalition and the opposition Latvian Social 
Democratic Labour Party. 

This is the second time that former Nazi collabora- 
tors, who were members of the entirely voluntary 
Latvian SS legion, attached to the 6th SS Corps, have 
taken to the streets to commemorate “Legionnaires 
Day”. They marched for the first time in 1999 after 
Latvia’s parliament had declared 16 March a day of 
remembrance for Latvian soldiers. On that occasion the 





A Jewish women in Latvia forced to pose for the camera just before 
they are shot. December 1941. 

Left. German and Latvian fascists reviewing police battalions in 
Liepaja on 1 May 1942 





SS men were joined by the entire leadership of Latvia’s 
armed forces. 

This year the state did not mark the day officially as 
national and international protests pressurised the gov- 
ernment into removing its official endorsement. 
Instead the day of nationalist commemoration has 
been put back to 11 November to coincide with 
Lacplecis Day, which celebrates a national hero. A 
motion tabled by one of the nationalist parties, which 
called for a special parliamentary break for members to 
attend the march, was defeated by 84 to 27 votes. 
However, many believe the fact that the march went 
ahead at all is a mark of official sympathy as the SS men 
continue to mark the occasion as “Legionnaires Day”. 
The Israeli Chargé d’Affaires in Latvia, Ronit Ben Dor, 
told an RIA Novosti reporter: “We believe that the 
Latvian state should liquidate Legionnaires Day”. 
General Valentin Varennikov, a Second World War vet- 
eran and former commander-in-chief of the USSR’s 
ground forces, said of the attempted rehabilitation of 
the SS men: “Justifying them means mocking the mem- 
ory of the victims of Hitlerism’. 

Latvia’s government has disgraced itself on several 
occasions in relation to the SS veterans. In October 1998 
the parliament issued a declaration saying that Waffen 
SS Legionnaires were not Nazi butchers but rather 
defended Latvia “against resumption of the Stalin 
regime”. In reality there were two divisions of Latvians, 
some of whom engaged in mass executions, mainly of 
Jews, between 1941 and 1943 as well as police units that 
carried out atrocities against partisans and Russian and 
Byelorussian civilians. 

Hundreds of people watched last month’s march as it 
went past. Some expressed support while others cried 
out “shame”, “killers” and “fascists”. The SS men 
responded by singing military songs and cursing the 
Russian people, causing some fights to break out. One 
SS veteran died on site of a heart attack. 

The Latvian Council of Veteran Guerrillas and the 
Russian Society had asked the Riga City Council for per- 
mission to hold a counter demonstration at the 
Freedom monument under the slogan “End the Revival 
of Fascism”. They were informed that their application 
had been sent in too late to be considered. 
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Nazi murder trial begins 





From Stieg Larsson 

in Stockholm 

THE TRIAL of three Swedish nazis accused of shooting 
trade unionist Bj6rn Séderberg has begun in Stockholm. 
Trade unionists observing the proceedings quickly sent 
nazi supporters packing on the opening day. 

The defendants, Hampus Hellekant, 24, Jimmy 
Niklasson, 21 and Bjérn Lindberg-Hernlund, 23, are 
linked with the National Youth/Swedish Resistance, a 
Stockholm-based organisation run by convicted killer 
Klas Lund. 

Sdderberg was gunned down outside his home last 
October after he publicly exposed infiltration by a lead- 
ing nazi, Robert Vesterlund, in the trade and shop work- 
ers’ union. Vesterlund was sacked and his friends plot- 
ted revenge. 

The accused are all close associates of Vesterlund and 
Hellekant worked with him in the so-called “anti-antifa” 
(anti-anti-fascist group), gathering information on 
political enemies. Eva Finné, the court prosecutor, has 
stated that vengeance was the main motive for 
Sdderberg’s murder but police enquiries have failed to 
prove that Vesterlund was aware of plans to kill him. 

An appalling aspect of the case is that Hellekant, 
Niklasson and Lindberg were under close police surveil- 











lance at the time of the killing because they were already 
leading suspects for last summer’s car bombing of two 
anti-fascist journalists whose newspaper exposures had 
damaged the white power music industry. The police 
actually recorded that the killers were checking out the 
block of flats where Sdderberg lived and had rung his 
telephone number several times in a bid to ascertain his 
movements. 

On 3 October, the police noted them entering 
Sdderberg’s block and leaving because he was not at 
home. On the day of the murder, officers followed them 
for more than 14 hours and watched them sitting in a 
car outside his home for three hours without taking 
action to warn them off. The surveillance was called off 
just 22 minutes before S6derberg was shot. 

Witnesses said that at 21.00 on 12 October they heard 
shouting in the stairway followed by a scream. One wit- 
ness said she looked through the spy glass of her door 
and saw a man with a gun chase Sdderberg up the stairs 
and fire several rounds before being joined by a second 
man who also opened fire. 

Though seriously wounded, Séderberg managed to 
reach his own floor before finally being killed with three 
shots. The witness to this is under police protection after 
being threatened several times. 

A post-mortem showed Séderberg had been hit sev- 
eral times in the chest and the head with bullets from 
different weapons, but the prosecution has been unable 
to pinpoint which two of the three nazis fired the shots. 
All are charged with equal responsibility for the murder 
but claim they are innocent and have refused to cooper- 
ate with the police. The murder weapons have still not 
been found. 

Hellekant, a former law student at Stockholm 
University, has been an ardent nazi for several years and 
uses his computer skills to create web pages. Police 
found a list of “political enemies” on his computer, an 
indication of his role in tracking down Séderberg. 

At Niklasson’s home the police found ammunition of 
the kind used in the killing and gloves matching a glove 
print found at the scene. 

Sdderberg’s murder rounded off a series of murderous 
terrorist attacks in Sweden last year, including the exe- 
cution of two policemen after a nazi bank raid in May, 
the car bombing of the two journalists in June and a car 
bomb attack on two policemen in the southern city of 
Malm6. Three nazis were sentenced to life imprison- 
ment for the bank robbery and police killings. 

A later attempt to shoot Kurdo Baksi, publisher of the 
anti-racist magazine Blackwhite/Expo, provides confir- 
mation that the attacks were aimed at the establishment 
— journalists, the trade unions, police and local politi- 
cians — rather than immigrant, anti-racist and gay 
minorities. 

When Sweden's four largest newspapers joined forces 
on 30 November to reveal the names and faces of 60 of 
Sweden's most dangerous nazis, their action received 
massive popular approval. 























AUSTRIA 


Now you see him, 
Now you don’t 
By Graeme Atkinson 


JORG HAIDER’S dramatic decision to quit as leader of 
the right-wing extremist Freedom Party (FPO) at the end 
of February has convinced nobody. 

Haider, 50, the undisputed boss of the party, explained 
that he did not want “to stand in the way of the govern- 
ment’s work” and would concentrate on his own respon- 
sibilities as governor of Carinthia. 

Since the formation of the coalition between Wolfgang 


Schiissel’s conservative People’s Party and the Freedom 
Party, international opposition has largely focused on 
Haider although he is not a member of the government. 
His obvious intention is to lead his party from the rear, 
a strategy that enables him to determine its policies yet 
maintain his distance from a raft of unpopular measures 
including large-scale privatisation and steps to disman- 
tle Austria’s welfare state. His resignation is not so much 
a withdrawal from politics as an advance attempt to 
dump the blame for any failures on the hapless Schiissel. 
Haider’s successor is Vice-Chancellor Susanne Riess- 
Passer, 39, a lawyer who began her FPO career as a press 
officer and has been part of Haider’s inner circle for sev- 
eral years. Without her unconditional loyalty, it is 
unlikely she would have been chosen to replace him. 
Riess-Passer’s policies will not differ from those of 
Haider, who has made racist opposition to foreigners 
and to the eastward expansion of the European Union 
into articles of faith, but her political style is rather dif- 
ferent. Unlike Haider, she is not given to making out- 











bursts calculated to incite outrage and is generally 
regarded as being highly competent. 

Nevertheless, she has notched up a few political 
flops in her rise to the top. She was the main organiser 
of the FPO’s referendum campaign against the euro in 
1997 and directed the European election campaign last 
year in which the FPO’s vote fell. Should the coalition 
government falter and call new elections, Haider will 
be straight back on centre stage as leader of the FPO 
campaign. 

Immediately after Haider's departure, Michael 
Kriiger, the FPO Justice Minister in the new govern- 
ment, resigned, citing “overwork’, to be replaced by 56- 
year-old Dieter B6hmdorfer, the FPO’s house lawyer 
and a close friend of Haider. 

Meanwhile, the European Union continues to reject 
bilateral relations between member states and the 
Austrian government and deny support for Austrians 
nominated for key EU posts. 

Early reactions to Haider’s resignation after 13 years 
as party leader dwelt on the claim that his decision was 
a “victory for Europe” and the result of the EU’s meas- 
ures against Austria. This line was soon dropped in 
favour of the more sanguine assessment that Haider’s 
move was purely tactical. 

Opposition, inside and outside Austria, to the coali- 
tion continues and has had some results, both positive 
and negative. Austrian president Thomas Klestil called 
on the 14 other EU member states in March to lift 
diplomatic sanctions and enter talks to find a way out 
of the current impasse in relations between the EU and 
Austria. 

The Austrian tourist industry, which employs 
500,000 people, has been hit by the cancellation of 
more than 30,000 holiday bookings since the begin- 
ning of February. But EU measures and international 
displeasure at Austria’s government have also hard- 
ened opinion in Haider’s favour. A survey published in 
Vienna on 7 March showed that 42% of Austrians 
regard their country’s entry into the EU five years ago 
as a mistake. In 1994 two-thirds of voters opted for EU 
membership. 

Opponents of the coalition demonstrate every day in 
Vienna, heartened by the massive 250,000-strong anti- 
government march in the city on 20 February. That 
largely peaceful demonstration attracted hundreds of 
demonstrators from across Europe, including a delega- 
tion from the Anti Nazi League in Britain. Similar 
demonstrations took place on the same day in Paris, 
Hamburg and Brussels, the latter attended by the 
Belgian Foreign Minister, Louis Michel. 

FPO general secretary Peter Westenthaler glumly dis- 
missed the Vienna march as “a shocking demonstra- 
tion of the Communist International together with 
Austrian socialists” and claimed that only 60,000 took 
part. 

At present, the coalition is on the defensive and is 
hoping that the international protests will subside. 
Fears of a spill-over effect in neighbouring Germany 
from the FPO’s successes have proven groundless. 
Although the mainstream right, in the shape of the 
Christian Democrats (CDU), has been beset by scan- 
dals surrounding illegal funding, the CDU vote tum- 
bled in state parliament elections in Schleswig 
Holstein. The nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) got less than 1%, a drop of 4% 
against the far-right vote in 1996. 

For the moment, while the FPO sweats in govern- 
ment, its erstwhile leader is taking advantage of his 
new-found freedom to launch venomous public 
attacks on his perceived enemies: Israel, French presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac, German Foreign Minister Joschka 
Fischer, the Austrian Greens and foreigners. If Haider 
was previously being described as the shadow 
Chancellor, a more accurate label now would be 
Chancellor-in-waiting. 


Media dismissals and censorship 
From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


EVER SINCE the Freedom Party’s entry into government 
there has been an atmosphere of mounting tension and — 
suspicion in the Austrian media. 

Within hours of the FPO being sworn in, the extreme 
right claimed its first media scalp when Gerhard 
Marschall was abruptly fired from his job as political edi- 
tor at the Linz-based daily Oberésterreichische 
Nachrichten. Marschall had written articles criticising the 
FPO’s leader, Jérg Haider, and for this crime was removed 
with the message that “in the light of the new political sit- 
uation” he was “no longer acceptable”. 

Marschall’s dismissal turned out to be a foretaste of 
events in ORE the Austrian state broadcasting organisa- 
tion, where FPO influence has led to further intimidation. 
A key figure in moves to put pressure on critical journal- 
ists is Peter Westenthaler, the FPO general secretary and 
parliamentary chief whip. 

Westenthaler’s verbal aggression makes him a feared 
man. Although, after the coalition was formed, he prom- 
ised to mend his ways, it has become clear that he has no 
intention of changing. From his seat on the board of ORE 
Westenthaler wages war on his old enemy, the ORF news 
department, which, he claims, conducts “party political 
campaigns of incitement”. He has the support in this of 
the conservative Austrian Chancellor, Wolfgang Schiissel, 
who is also keen on “new ways of communication”. 

Their policies, however, amount to harassment, as the 
renowned Vienna University linguistics professor, Ruth 
Wodiak, discovered when she accepted an invitation to 
give a television interview about her extensive research 
into the racist and antisemitic use of language. 

At a planning meeting, the programme's editor told her 
that as a preamble to the interview the film Blue Eyes, the 
story of an experiment in the USA in which people with 
blue eyes were excluded and subjected to discrimination, 
would be screened. Professor Wodiak wanted to illustrate 
the main points of her interview with extracts from tele- 
vision news footage, including an interview given by 
Haider to ORF in 1997, and documentary material from 
parliamentary debates on immigration. 

To this end, she was given permission to conduct 
research in ORF’s archives. This liberal attitude lasted all 
of 48 hours before she was banned from further access. 
Not wanting to cancel the interview, however, Professor 
Wodiak offered to read relevant parts of her book, Racism 
At The Top. The programme editor then suggested show- 
ing Blue Eyes in two parts, the first part ending with a 
scene in which the parents of a psychologist accuse their 
daughter of being “a nigger lover”. 

At this point in the broadcast, Professor Wodiak was to 
have analysed this notion and intended to refer to a 
statement by Haider, in connection with new medical 
legislation, that: “in the future every bushman nigger will 
be able to treat his colleagues in Austria,” and another by 
Helene Partik-Pable, a judge and FPO MP that: “black 
Africans don't just look different ... they are different, and 
particularly aggressive to boot”. 

However the programme chief editor intervened to 
warn the professor that naming these politicians was 
unacceptable. Challenged to explain why science was 
now restricted at ORE he replied that “times are explo- 
sive” and he was “afraid”, offering the lame suggestion 
that Professor Wodiak should just refer to “Austrian politi- 
cians” instead of Haider and Partik-Pable specifically. 

Because such racist utterances are typical of the FPO, it 
was eventually agreed that Haider's party could be 
named as long as there were quotes from other parties. 
Nevertheless, Professor Wodiak was angry at the attempt 
to bully her saying: “In my many years of work, I was 
never the subject of censorship at ORF before. For scien- 
tific work, it is absolutely necessary to present the 
sources of texts so that they can be checked.” This is pre- 
cisely the sort of integrity that so infuriates Westenthaler. 
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WY Peter Sichrovsky 





Who is Peter 


Sichrovsky? 
By Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


PETER SICHROVSKY, the Freedom Party (FPO) MEP of 
Jewish origin wheeled out to front Jorg Haider's sudden 
resignation as party chief, enjoys a special status. 

In a recent libel action against the Austrian journalist 
Hans-Henning Scharsach, judges found Scharsach’s 
description of Sichrovsky as a “court Jew” non-defama- 
tory. The label fits because it is Sichrovsky’s dubious role 
to pacify Jewish opposition to Haider and the FPO’s 
entry into a coalition government with the mainstream 
conservative Austrian People’s Party. To accomplish this 
mammoth task, Sichrovsky has busied himself trying to 
find Jews willing to be photographed with Haider. 

Although he has had no success, he has managed to 
get a lot of press coverage in Israel and elsewhere for his 
efforts to clean up the FPO’s extreme-right-wing image. 
In February, for example, he was given space in Britain's 
leading Jewish weekly, the Jewish Chronicle, to ask: “Why 
should Jews fear Mr Haider?” and to claim that Jewish 
opposition to the FPO is “being used by the Socialists to 
attack the new government in Austria’. 

He has also declared that Haider “has received a num- 
ber of invitations to speak to Jewish groups”. As yet none 
of these groups have been identified and Haider's most 
recent effort in this direction — a dramatic trip to Canada 
“at the invitation of a rabbi” in mid-February — turned 
into a fiasco when his alleged host reportedly disclaimed 
all knowledge of him and denied extending the invita- 
tion. Haider's attempted visit to the Holocaust museum 
in Montreal likewise flopped when he was told, in no 
uncertain terms, that his presence was unwanted. 

Sichrovsky is no stranger to controversy, having built 
up an almost legendary reputation for his gymnastics 
with the truth. Most recently, he demonstrated his skills 
with a scathing attack on Ralph Giordano, the Jewish 
German publicist and Holocaust survivor. 

































Giordano had made the double error of appearing on 
a Berlin television discussion programme show with 
Haider, who ran rings round him, and afterwards saying 
that he found Haider “charismatic” and “sympathetic”. 
When criticised for these remarks, Giordano tried to 
compensate by giving an interview to the New York 
Jewish weekly Aufbau, in which he correctly labelled 
Haider a “racist” and a “liar” before going on incorrectly 
to say that Haider “is a Nazi in the sense of Eichmann’. 

Giordano’s comments were the signal for Sichrovsky 
to enter the fray with wild accusations that Giordano 
belonged to “that group of ex-communists who followed 
the Communist ruler during the period of brutal 
Stalinist dictatorship” and that he had remained silent 
during the antisemitic show trials in the Soviet bloc in 
the 1950s. 

The allegations were totally false. Giordano left the 
German Communist Party when the Cold War began 
and was actually a co-author, with other disappointed 
former communists, of a book published in the early 
1950s called The God That Failed. The lie nevertheless 
serves Sichrovsky’s aim of throwing a blanket over his- 
tory to cover his own betrayal of his Jewish origins. 

Since first appearing on the FPO landscape in 1996, 
his sycophantic efforts to align himself with extreme- 
right thinking and style have bordered on the frantic. 
Last year, for example, he launched a frontal attack on 
anti-fascism in a book, Der Antifa-Komplex: Das korrekte 
Weltbild (The anti-fascism complex, the correct philoso- 
phy) published by a publishing house close to the noto- 
rious far-right editor, Herbert Fleissner. 

In addition, he has defended Haider's infamous claim 
that the Nazi concentration camps were “penal camps” 
by attacking those who say Auschwitz-Birkenau was an 
“extermination camp”. His grounds for this twisted logic 
are that the term “extermination camp” is Nazi phraseol- 
ogy, even though the Nazis themselves never used this 
term. It is, therefore, not surprising that Sichrovsky can- 
not understand why the two activists of the FPO’s youth 
organisation who desecrated a Jewish cemetery in 
Eisenstadt have been branded “political culprits”. 

But it is for Zionism and the state of Israel that 
Sichrovsky reserves special venom, deliberately mis- 
quoting the country’s first Prime Minister, David Ben- 
Gurion, and resurrecting the canard about the wartime 
Hungarian Zionist leader, Rudolf Kastner, who contro- 
versially tried to rescue Jews from the clutches of Adolf 
Eichmann and was later accused of being a collabora- 
tor. In the 1980s, Perdition, a play on the same theme by 
the left-wing playwright Jim Allen, caused outrage in 
Britain. 

Writing about the Kastner controversy, which he 
terms “one of the most horrid episodes of the 
Holocaust”, Sichrovsky employs all his talent for falsifi- 
cation with the claim that: “during the Eichmann trial in 
Jerusalem, Israeli newspapers demanded the arrest of 
Kastner for collaboration with the Nazis but nothing 
came of it”. This is hardly surprising because Kastner 
was assassinated in 1957 by right-wing terrorists in 
Israel, four years before the Eichmann trial began. 
Newspapers would hardly have demanded the arrest of 
a dead man. 

Sichrovsky’s recommendation that Haider “should be 
allowed to have open and normal relations with those 
people in the Jewish world who want to talk to him” calls 
to mind the old Jewish anecdote about two men who 
meet in the street. One has dirt on his hands, the other 
gloves. If the two shake hands, does one say that the 
dirty one became “glovey” or that the gloved one 
became “dirty”? 

No decent Jew — or any other victim of FPO racism — 
would want to shake hands either with Haider, who 
brazenly declares in a weekly edited by his cultural 
adviser that the denial of the Holocaust is a “marginal 
theme’, or with his “court Jew” who tries to whitewash 
him. 
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FRANCE 


Sovereignty in the three 
colours of France 
From Pierre Grosz 
of Reflex in Paris 


PEOPLE IN France are wondering whether the 
Rassemblement du Peuple Frangaise (RPF), the anti- 
European Union party led by former Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua, really exists. Since the European elec- 
tions last June, the French political landscape has been 
baffled by the emergence of this party. 

One source of confusion is the precise meaning of 
the word sovereignty as used by the RPE In spite of its 
relatively recent appearance in French political debate, 
the concept is hardly new. 

One could class as “sovereigntist” ideas that advocate 
the primacy of the nation state as a natural framework 
for the blossoming of human communities, in the 
same way as the family and, perhaps, civil society. In 
France this concept has tied the idea of the nation state 
to the political regime since the French Revolution of 
1789. 

In Pasqua’s terms, sovereignty means opposition to 
everything that he sees as injurious to France, whether 
the European Union and the Maastricht agreements, or 
American cultural and economic domination. For him, 
the nation state is endowed with all sorts of qualities, 
not the least of which is that it represents the main 
form of security for the population and a guarantee of 
social unity in the face of the decomposition created by 
neo-liberal deregulation and the globalisation that 
propels it. 

Though complex, this concept of sovereignty is 
vague enough and big enough to win support from all 
parts of the political spectrum for a form of national- 
ism that can accommodate all of them, a sort of “right- 
left, red-brown’ alliance. 

Since the early 1990s, a whole rash of these would-be 
defenders of national sovereignty has appeared in 
France. Often splinter groups, their names tell the 
story: The Committee for a Europe of Sovereign 
Peoples and Nations, founded by Claude Beaulieu, an 
activist of the French Communist Party (PCF); Action 
for a Pan-European Confederation, established by the 
Gaullist Alain Bournazel; and Future-France-Republic, 
set up by Bernard Montrichard, also a Gaullist. 

These three outfits created a new group called the 
Alliance for the Sovereignty of France, which included 
Pierre Pujo, a leader of the far-right, royalist Action 
Francaise. It promoted discussion between right and 
left on how best to preserve French sovereignty. Similar 
discussions that have included members of both the 
PCF and fascist organisations such as the student 
strong-arm squad, the Groupe Union Défense, are cur- 
rently being promoted by the RPE 

The RPF has become a meeting place for those from 
left and right who want to “rekindle the spirit of the 
Resistance, to struggle for independence and to fight 
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for national sovereignty”. Even some Trotskyist activists 
have been attracted by the anti-liberal aspects of the 
debate on how best to protect social rights and public 
services in France against EU measures. 

The RPE though not always visible, has emerged as 
the main “sovereigntist” force. Pasqua, at odds with his 
former Gaullist allies, has had to lean on his one-time 
enemy, Philippe de Villiers, who already has the wreck- 
age of the Movement for France (MPF) behind him. 

De Villiers set up the MPF at the end of his European 
election campaign in 1994. Politically narrow-minded, 
de Villiers regards himself as a man of the right who will 
defend the values of the right, namely order and prop- 
erty. His presence in the RPF is not always welcome to 
left-wing “sovereigntists” and is an obstacle to the for- 
mation of a party that can truly straddle the traditional 
political divide. 

At the same time, Pasqua is quite happy to network 
among those elements in the political intelligentsia 
who share his views and who also owe him favours. His 
latest objective is to capture a major part of the mem- 
bership fallout from Le Pen’s Front National (FN) and 
Bruno Mégret’s rival party and he is more than willing 
to take up the traditional themes of the far right, in par- 
ticular anti-immigration, to achieve this. 

Though the RPF might be more presentable than the 
FN in the long run, its programme is just as blurred. 
The vagueness of what the RPF actually stands for, cou- 
pled with its low-profile party structure, could enable it 
to play exactly the same role as the EN, by touting itself 
as the voice of reactionary radicalism in protest against 
government policy. 

The next few months will show whether the RPF can 
take over the reins from the FN or whether it will prove 
that its main enemy is itself, by cutting off its potential 
social base with right-wing themes that will alienate its 
potential supporters on the left. 


Y Charles Pasqua 








Racists attack North African 
immigrant workers 
By Graeme Atkinson 


THOUSANDS OF Spanish residents went on the ram- 
page against Moroccan immigrants in El Ejido in the 
southern Spanish region of Andalucia at the beginning 
of February. Plundering shops, setting houses and cars 
ablaze, and assaulting people in the streets, they com- 
pelled the Madrid government to send more than 600 
heavily armed police into the town from the neigh- 
bouring provinces of Valencia and Murcia. 

The immediate cause of this orgy of violence was the 
murder by stabbing of a 26-year-old Spanish woman, 
Encarnacion Lopez, and the arrest of a mentally hand- 
icapped Moroccan suspected of the deed. As soon as 
word spread in the small town, large groups of Spanish 
people intent on revenge laid siege to the police station 
where the suspect, who later confessed to the killing, 
was believed to be held. 

For several days the violence raged and drew in more 
and more people, including entire secondary school 
classes, pausing only during the afternoon siesta. But 
the killing of Ms Lopez on 5 February, after a failed 
attempt to steal her handbag at the local market, was 
only the spark that ignited already existing tensions 
between the 15,000 so-called guest workers and the 
rest of the town’s 52,000 residents. 

Two weeks earlier, the atmosphere had reached fever 
pitch following the murders - again allegedly by a 
Moroccan - of two local farmers. But after those 
killings, which shocked the entire community, more 


- than 10,000 Spaniards and immigrants marched 


together through the streets in protest, carrying ban- 
ners sporting the slogan “Immigrants yes, murderers 
no”. 

The murder of Ms Lopez wiped out any prospect of a 
similar response, leaving the immigrants unsure of 
their position and provoking Spaniards into taking the 
law into their own hands. By the fourth night of the 
riots, the town was blanketed by massive clouds of 
smoke from arson attacks on Moroccan homes and 
businesses, as well as on a recycling plant and a plastics 
factory. 

By this time, at least 5,000 Spanish residents were on 
the streets screaming “Arabs out” and mounting barri- 
cades of burning tyres on the motorway between 
Almeria and Malaga. When Moroccans, equally 
repelled by the murder of Ms Lopez, attempted to 
demonstrate in protest, they were met with a hail of 
bricks and stones from the Spanish crowd. 

Riot police units drafted in to halt the violence stood 
by and watched as the rioters ran amok and made 
repeated incursions into the town’s Moroccan quarter, 
causing many residents to flee in fear of their lives into 
the mountains, where they spent several days in the 
open. Emboldened, the rioters taunted the police, 
telling them: “Next time, you'd better come with tanks!” 


It was only on the third day that the first arrests were 
made. 

Tensions between the Spanish inhabitants and 
Moroccan workers in El Ejido have been ticking away 
like a time bomb for a long time. The town has been 
compared to an American gold rush city because of its 
rapid economic growth. 

The source of this sudden wealth is not gold but veg- 
etables — tomatoes and peppers — grown in giant plas- 
tic greenhouses. El Ejido has been called El Dorado by 
some local farmers who only 30 years ago were scratch- 
ing a poverty level existence out of the barren land- 
scape, and who are now rich men driving around in the 
latest top-of-the-range cars. The irony is that El Ejido 
now has more banks than pubs, yet many of these 
same farmers still conclude business deals with their 
fingerprints because they have remained illiterate. 

Of course tomatoes and peppers do not grow them- 
selves. It is the labour of immigrants from Africa, who 
slave away in temperatures of more than 50C in the 
greenhouses, which brings the profit. These workers, 
many of whom are in Spain illegally and therefore 
bereft of any civil or social rights, are paid starvation 
wages of between £35 and £70 a week and housed in 
plywood and corrugated iron shanty towns or, if they 
are “lucky”, have the doubtful privilege of living in over- 
crowded flats and paying exorbitant rents. 

The Spanish economy could not function without 
the foreign labour that gathers the harvest and does 
menial jobs turned down by the Spaniards. Although 
Spain has 1.6 million jobless, in regions like Andalucia 
there is an enormous labour shortage. Nevertheless, 
the estimated 80,000 illegal immigrants, who mainly 
come from the Maghreb, are bitterly resented and 
denied equality of any kind, with the Spanish popula- 
tion casting itself in the role of victim of the govern- 
ment’s immigration policy. 

It is ironic that the violence in El Ejido flared only 
four days after the opposition parties forced Prime 
Minister José Aznar’s then minority government to 
introduce reforms allowing illegal immigrants to claim 
the right to stay and for the first time to have access to 
health, social security and education facilities. At the 
same time, the Interior Ministry has launched a crack- 
down on illegal immigration. 

For the newly rich landowners of Andalucia the 
reforms are a catastrophe as they will no longer be able 
to pay foreign workers only 25% of what they pay 
Spaniards for the same work. It may not be an accident 
that, in the wake of the violence against the Moroccans, 
local farmers were loudly proclaiming that they could 
find a new source of labour in eastern Europe, and lost 
no time in doing so. 

Although the government has reluctantly had to reg- 
ularise the situation of the so-called illegals, it also 
caved in to the rioters by issuing, together with almost 
ritual condemnations of their violence, statements 
declaring its intention to tighten immigration laws. As 
its excuse, the ruling conservative Popular Party has 
referred explicitly to “popular dissatisfaction with the 
earlier reforms”. 

There is undoubtedly a groundswell of racism in 
Spain. An official survey in January showed that 75% of 
the population believe there are “too many foreigners” 
— although the foreign population, at 1.6%, is consider- 
ably lower than in other EU states — and 54% claim that 
foreigners “take jobs” and “drive down wages’. 

These sentiments are part of the inflammable mix- 
ture that exploded in El Ejido, but which have prece- 
dents in similar outbreaks of violence that broke out in 
several cities eight years ago. What was new about El 
Ejido was that this was no spontaneous outburst, but 
rather the frenzied collective persecution of the poor- 
est members of the community. Spanish nazis tried to 
whip up further violence over the Internet with slogans 
such as “Almeria is burning”, but there is no firm 
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evidence that nazis were on the streets of El Ejido. 

The only defenders of the immigrant workers were 
the trade unions, which fully supported a week-long 
strike by the Moroccans against the gangs hunting 
them on the street and which pointed out the disgust- 
ing irony that the parents and grandparents of many of 
the younger rioters had themselves often been the vic- 
tims of racists when working as “guest workers” in 
France and Germany. 

During the strike the Spanish farmers were quick to 
import scabs from eastern Europe. This action sparked 
off to anti-racist solidarity demonstrations in cities 
across Spain and may have contributed to the govern- 
ment being forced to grant the strikers’ demands. 

When after a few days the atmosphere finally calmed 
down, the full extent of the violence, which was 
directed exclusively against the Moroccans and which 
did not touch black Africans, became evident. 

A mosque had been overrun and vandalised and 
racists had urinated on the Koran. Mopeds belonging 
to Moroccan youngsters had been stolen and left burnt 
out in the streets. Clothes and passports had been 
looted from homes and used to make bonfires, while 
local residents, including El Ejido’s mayor, Juan Enciso, 
were happily giving interviews to Spanish and interna- 
tional television crews under the eyes of battle dressed 
police officers wielding guns loaded with rubber bul- 
lets. 

Some residents blamed the violence on youths from 
nearby villages. Many of the Moroccans however 
recognised their Spanish neighbours among the most 
active rioters. In the aftermath, almost every Moroccan 
was able personally to identify members of the mob 
that had attacked them. 

The riots left 55 people wounded, including 19 
policemen. Only 42 people were arrested, of whom 16 
were rioters while 26 were their Moroccan victims. 
Damage to property reached £4 million. 

For the moment El Ejido is quiet. The Spanish gov- 
ernment has offered £3 million compensation for the 
damage and has agreed to allow several thousand 
more illegal migrants to stay. However, random attacks 
on Moroccan families are still taking place in nearby 
villages and there have been attempts at copycat 
action as far away as Barcelona. 

Meanwhile, more compliant east European seasonal 
workers are being drafted in “to rescue the harvest” 
and local politicians are continuing to raise the 
political temperature by circulating a petition against 
the construction of emergency accommodation for 
people who were made homeless by the racist rioters, 
and who are still living in tents and being supplied by 
the Red Cross. 

El Ejido was a major political issue in the elections 
on 12 March. Alfredo Rubalcaba, the socialist opposi- 
tion spokesman, censured Aznar for his hypocrisy: 
“Instead of yapping about Haider in Austria, the gov- 
ernment should pay a bit more attention to what is 
happening in our own country”. 

The left-wing parties demanded a more humane 
immigration policy but Aznar’s stance hardened with 
the resignation of his Minister of Labour, Manuel 
Pimentel, in protest at the increasing influence of the 
right in the Popular Party. Pimentel’s criticism of 
Aznar’s handling of the El Ejido riots was reflected in 
the way he told the press of his resignation before 
informing Aznar by fax. 

It appears that the new majority Aznar government 
will withdraw the recent immigration law reforms 
because he wants to prevent more hardline anti- 
immigrant pressure groups from developing into 
future electoral competitors. The tensions are still 
there and for the Moroccans, many of whom are living 
in tents, the coming months will be a time of anxiety 
and fear of attack both from racist mobs and from the 
Spanish government. 
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New nazi group emerges 


A previously unheard of nazi group appeared a few 
days before the Spanish elections to launch a series of 
attacks on property belonging to several mainstream 
political parties. The group, calling itself “the National 
Socialist Armageddon Brotherhood”, claimed 
responsibility for arson attacks on local offices of the 
ruling conservative People’s Party, the Socialist Party 
and the United Left in Valencia. Slogans daubed on 
walls near the targets called for a boycott of the 
elections but made no reference to the racist rampage 
in El Ejido. 

Police arrested 13 members of the group, aged 
between 18 and 25 years old. Those arrested, three of 
whom were women, have had contact with nazi groups 
in Italy and Croatia. Weapons and nazi symbols were 
seized in police raids on their homes. 

The police said there was no evidence to connect the 
arsonists to the village owned by the International 
Third Position in Los Pedriches 60 miles away, nor to 
other anti-election bomb attacks on the same evening 
in Barcelona. 


Roma attacked 


Racist riots reached Madrid two days before the 
election on 12 March when residents of the city’s 
Canillejas district, screaming “death to the Roma’, went 
hunting for foreigners after allegations that several 
Roma had beaten up a 16-year-old youth. This was the 
latest in a series of clashes between Spaniards and 
Roma in the suburb and was only prevented from 
becoming more serious by the action of several 
hundred police officers. 


31 Searchlight April 2000 





Skinheads evade opposition to 


honour Horst Wessel 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 
we 





OVER 700 nazi skinheads gathered in the north 
German village of Klein Gladebriigge, Schleswig- 
Holstein, on 4 March to commemorate the seventieth 
anniversary of the death of the Nazi martyr, Horst 
Wessel, after a planned concert in Wesel was banned. 

Sascha Bothe, boss of Blood and Honour’s 
“Nordmark Section” had booked rooms in Wesel for a 
“private birthday party” intending to stage a concert 
with the hate rock bands Stahlgewitter and Landser in 
honour of “national socialist heroes”. 

When local anti-fascists exposed the plan, the book- 
ing was cancelled. The skinheads then redirected their 
followers to Klein Gladebriigge, where Bothe had 
resorted to a similar ruse, using mobile phones and an 
Internet “chat room” called CD18, after the British nazi 
group Combat 18. 

While the ban in Wesel was enforced by more than 
200 police, the police in Klein Gladebriigge merely 
mounted a road block and asked the car loads of nazis 
whether they were carrying weapons or banned CDs. 
The police seized clubs and nazi symbols as well as a 
German army exercise grenade but allowed most of the 
skinheads to proceed to the concert. 

A few hours later, police stormed the home of lead- 
ing nazi Thorsten Heise in Northeim and confiscated 
over 1,500 CDs after questioning another Northeim 
nazi on his way to the Klein Gladebriigge concert. 

Plans to commemorate Horst Wessel in Berlin with a 
demonstration organised by Oliver Schweigert hit the 
rocks when a court outlawed the event. Forty nazis 
ventured to Wessel’s grave after it was widely reported 
that anti-fascists had dug up his skeleton and thrown 
the skull into the river Spree. 

The extent of Blood and Honour’s activities was 
revealed in an answer to a parliamentary question, 
stating that the nazi network organised at least 105 
concerts last year. According to the internal security 
service, 59 events were staged in east Germany, 33 in 
Saxony alone. Although the total is 23 fewer than in 
1998, the number of participants has risen. At least 
eight concerts attracted more than 1,000 nazis and it is 
clear that they enjoy political priority. 

On 13 November last year, more than 1,000 skin- 
heads from all over Germany flocked to a concert in the 
east German village of Schorba to hear the US band 
Max Resist and the German bands Radikahl and 
Stahlgewitter. The venue had been booked for a “youth 


club carnival celebration” and the authorities had no 
warning. The police stepped in only when a drunken 
mob rioted in the village after the concert. 

Two months earlier, Blood and Honour pulled off a 
similar stunt in Garitz, Saxony Anhalt, disguising a con- 
cert as a “battle of the bands” and attracting around 
2,000 nazis to hear bands from Germany and abroad. 
The internal security service regards this as the biggest 
right-wing extremist concert last year. 

The number of right-wing bands and businesses 
remained similar last year as in 1998. The security serv- 
ice estimates there are 93 nazi rock bands and 50 busi- 
nesses servicing the scene. After years of playing down 
the danger from the hate music industry, the internal 
security service now describes music as “what gives the 
skinhead scene its identity most of all”. 

The state’s recipe for dealing with hate music and 
nazi recruitment of right-wing youth has, however, not 
changed: youth work that tries to “understand” the 
nazis, drawing up lists of banned music, confiscation 
of racist and antisemitic CDs and tapes and statements 
without any political content. 

Attempts to depoliticise the hate music problem will 
be remedied in April with the publication of an 
updated and enlarged German edition of Searchlight’s 
book White Noise, by Antifaschistisches Infoblatt, 
Enough is Enough and the Anti-Fascist Texts Series. 

Even before its appearance the book has had an 
impact, especially on the Blood and Honour network, 
which has been trying to intimidate bookshops. Ulrich 
Grossmann, who runs the DIM mail order service and 
label in Coburg, has hired the lawyer Klaus Kunze to 
claim that DIM has nothing to do with the nazi skin- 
head scene or with B&H. Yet Grossmann’s mail order 
list for November-December 1999 offers postcards and 
CDs from well known Blood and Honour bands. Efforts 
to prevent White Noise reaching the bookshops failed 
after it became apparent at a court in Minster that 
Grossmann did not have a case. 

Blood and Honour has about 250 members in 
Germany with groups in every federal state. Its main 
aim, according to Berlin activist Stefan “Pinocchio” 
Lange, is “to gather patriots who follow various styles 
together and unite them, not only in music, but also in 
struggle”. 

Blood and Honour banners and flags have been visi- 
ble at every nazi march in the past year, with the Berlin 
group taking the lead. Blood and Honour Germany, 
which produces its own glossy magazine, has main- 
tained close contact with nazis in Scandinavia and, via 
Heise and Heiko Lappat, with Combat 18 in Britain. It 
is also stepping up involvement in anti-anti-fascist 
activity. 
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Pinochet returns with 
a spring in his step 





ENERAL AUGUSTO Pinochet received a hero's 

welcome from army chief General Ricardo 

Izurieta at Santiago's international airport last 
month, while families and friends of the victims of his 
military dictatorship watched the news coverage on 
their television screens with anger and sadness. During 
the years of Pinochet's rule, between 1973 and 1990, 
thousands of people were tortured, many exiled and 
some 3,000 killed at the hands of his US-backed death 
squads. 

The end of Pinochet's 503 days under house arrest in 
Britain at a Surrey mansion came after the Home 
Secretary, Jack Straw, accepted a much criticised med- 
ical report which claimed the former dictator was too 
unfit to face extradition proceedings to Spain on torture 
charges. Pinochet’s departure was momentarily delayed 
as his plane taxied on the runway so that a gift of an 
engraved silver platter from former Conservative Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher could be delivered to him. 

On his arrival in Chile Pinochet looked remarkably fit 
and well for an 84-year-old man who had been travelling 
for nearly a day. Enjoying a moment that he must once 
have thought he may never see, the delighted general 
got out of his wheelchair and walked slowly, smiling and 
waving to a crowd of military cronies (including a guard 
of honour), family and friends. A military brass band 
played martial music, causing the Chilean Foreign 
Minister, Juan Gabriel Valdes, to remark that it was a 
“disgrace” and reminded him of Nazi Germany. He also 
declared that Pinochet must either retire from public life 
on grounds of insanity or face trial. 

Several thousand Pinochet supporters gathered 
around the military hospital where he was taken for a 
check-up to welcome him back. Anti-Pinochet protest- 
ers who got near the hospital were surrounded by mili- 
tary police with dogs, water cannons, guns and batons 
and forced down a side street. Pro-Pinochet supporters 
attempted to rush them and pelted them with stones 
and other missiles. 

The main anti-Pinochet demonstrations took place 
outside the Monedo presidential palace, where 
President Salvador Allende lost his life during the fascist 
coup in 1973. Led by relatives of the disappeared, hun- 
dreds of protesters held an all-night vigil holding can- 
dies and placards bearing the names and faces of the 
disappeared. 

A couple of days later, over 5,000 anti-Pinochet pro- 
testers demonstrated outside the palace, a few hundred 
of them clashing with the police. One of the organisers of 
the demonstration, Isabel Allende, a parliamentary 
deputy and daughter of Salvador Allende, said she was 
disgusted by Pinochet's apparent signs of good health, 
commenting: “I feel this was a trick. I think, really, that 
there was a secret agreement between the governments 
of Britain, Spain and Chile and I feel really upset by that.” 

Human rights groups are keen to point out that even 
though the return of Pinochet to Chilean soil is a 
tremendous blow to justice, the fact that a legal prece- 


dent has been set, which means that the crime of torture 
can now be prosecuted anywhere in the world, regard- 
less of where it was carried out or by whom, is of tremen- 
dous significance. 

Relatives of the disappeared are disappointed but 
unbowed and remain determined that Pinochet will be 
tried. There are currently 71 lawsuits filed against 
Pinochet, though he would have to be stripped of the 
immunity from prosecution that he awarded to himself 
along with his life senatorship. 

Even if Pinochet's immunity is removed, his lawyers 
will no doubt argue that he is unfit for trial. However, the 
human rights organisation Justicia claims to have evi- 
dence that a Chilean naval psychiatrist had been staying 
with Pinochet since last August and coached him into 
feigning mental illness. Justicia says it informed Jack 
Straw of this on 22 February, more than a week before 
the general's release. 

Chile's new President, Ricardo Lagos, has promised 
that he will not stand in the way of the courts stripping 
Pinochet of his immunity. As we go to press a Santiago 
appeal court has begun considering the immunity issue 
and whether Pinochet can be tried for his role in the 
“Death Caravan’, in which at least 72 political activists 
were killed. (The “Death Caravan” was formed by a small 
group of generals who scoured Chile in helicopters in 
the weeks following the coup, hunting down socialists 
and communists singled out for execution.) 

A spokeswoman for the Association of the Relatives of 
Disappeared Prisoners in Chile told Searchlight she was 
convinced that Pinochet was lying about being ill: “After 
all everything he has done has been a lie, the ideology 
behind him is a lie, the reasons given for the coup were 
a lie, this is just another lie and as with his past lies peo- 
ple believe him.” Commenting on the wider implica- 
tions for Chile she said: “The return of Pinochet has 
empowered his supporters, the armed forces and several 
emergent neo-nazi groups. Pinochet is just the tip of the 
iceberg, fascist ideas have a very broad social, political 
and economic base in our country; an important indica- 
tor of whether Chile can deal with the extreme right will 
be whether the planned neo-nazi conference is stopped 
in April.” 


International nazi conference 
still planned for Hitler birthday 


International protests from Jewish and anti- 
fascist organisations have forced the Chilean 
authorities to consider ways of stopping an 
international nazi conference being staged in 
Santiago from 17 to 22 April, a period that 
includes the anniversary of Hitler’s birth on 20 
April. The Chilean Foreign Ministry issued a 
statement on 17 February saying that Chile 
“would tolerate no congress in which 
discrimination on the grounds of sex, race or 
religion would be promoted”. 
Despite this statement, the legal situation 
remains unclear because Chile has no law 
banning the expression of racist and fascist 
ideas. Alexis Lopez, leader of the Patria Nueva 
Sociedad (New Fatherland Society) and the 

. Organiser of the event, has said he expects the 
leaders of more than 40 nazi groups worldwide 
to attend the gathering. (For background on the 
New Fatherland Society and the conference, see 
Searchlight, October 1999.) 


To protest against the international nazi 
conference write to: The Ambassador, Embassy 
of Chile, 12 Devonshire Street, London W1iN 
2DS. Please send a copy of your letter to 
Searchlight. 


33 Searchlight April 2000 





Leonard 
Zeskind, 
Institute for 
Research & 
Education on 
Human 
Rights 


More ballots on 19 April 
anniversary, fewer bombs 


IVE YEARS ago, on 19 April, a rented truck full of 

fuel oil and fertiliser exploded just outside the fed- 

eral government building in Oklahoma City. The 
bombing left 168 dead, with hundreds more wounded 
and maimed, and shattered the American conceit that 
only Islamic terrorists would kill large numbers of civil- 
ians at will. The arrest of a decorated Gulf War veteran, 
Timothy McVeigh, and his buddy Terry Nichols, focused 
attention on their ties to a sprawling network of sur- 
vivalist gun nuts, militia groups and other white 
supremacists. Even the National Rifle Association, with 
over three million members and a power-lock on gun 
legislation, felt the sting of public opprobrium. And 
most Americans recoiled in horror at the anti-govern- 
ment rhetoric which had given the Republican Party a 
Congressional majority in the 1994 elections. What has 
happened since? 

Today Timothy McVeigh sits on death row in a federal 
penitentiary, appealing again for a new trial. This time 
he claims that his attorney Stephen Jones's fascination 
with cockamamie conspiracy theories undermined his 
defence. His assertion about Jones is probably correct, 
but is not likely to win him a new trial. Both he and 
Nichols still face state murder charges. 

After the bombing, the National Rifle Association 
(NRA), with a declining membership and financially 
squeezed, was forced to restrain its most militant wing. 
In a move toward “moderation” it installed a Hollywood 
hero, Charlton Heston, as its president and most visible 
mouthpiece. And when the gun buffs gathered for a 
convention last year just miles from the Columbine 
school yard shootings, they faced large-scale protests 
from Denver residents. Still, as the year 2000 election 
cycle moves out of the primary season, NRA officials 
are once again taking political pot shots at the Clinton- 
Gore administration. They have succeeded in stopping 
legislation to slow sales at gun shows and force manu- 
facturers to install child-proof safety locks. Even the 
recent shooting death of one six-year-old child by 
another six-year-old has not chastened the NRA, which 
is now running a brassy television advertising cam- 
paign against Clinton and will again load up 
Republican candidate coffers for the November elec- 
tions to come. 

The fate of the militia movement is more complex. Its 
first response was to blame the bombing on a failed 
government sting operation or a Mossad-Iraqi conspir- 
acy or a German police agent — anyone but the good 
American patriots who toted guns through icy corn- 
fields in preparation for an Armageddon to come. As the 
months and years wore on, however, the militia move- 
ment ceased to display heavy weapons in defiance of 
federal gun laws and state statutes prohibiting private 
armies. Some militia types joined the common law 


court movement as an alternative form of vigilantism. 
But that too ebbed as federal cops busted one conspir- 
acy clique after another. Hundreds of small militia 
groups still exist, but no longer threaten to become 
mainstream players. 

And what has happened to the hard-core cadres who 
launched the militia movement in the early 1990s? Greg 
Dixon, who preached a message of “Christian resist- 
ance” is now trying to stave off the confiscation of his 
church property by the Internal Revenue Service. A 
recent protest in Indianapolis by 1,000 of his supporters 
is not likely to end the expropriation. 

John Trochmann, the once-infamous bearded face of 
the Militia of Montana, still sells his conspiracy theo- 
ries and warnings of impending catastrophe at sur- 
vivalist expositions around the country. The whole sur- 
vivalist business, has however, hit a bear market since 
the lights did not go off when the calendar changed on 
1 January. 

The only one whose circumstances have noticeably 
improved is Chris Temple. Regular Searchlight readers 
will remember Temple as the Christian Identity devotee 
and self-avowed “national socialist” who once recom- 
mended a tactical alliance between white supremacists 
and less violent Christian rightists. Temple then moved 
out of the Montana hinterland and worked closely with 
Willis Carto and Liberty Lobby. But now he has jumped 
even closer to mainstream politics. From his new home 
in Spooner, Wisconsin, Temple has won the position of 
managing editor of the Citizens’ Informer, the flagship 
publication of the Council of Conservative Citizens. His 
closest colleague there is Sam Francis, recently hired as 
the Informer’s editor-in-chief. 

Francis was once on Senator John East’s Washington 
staff, worked for the Heritage Foundation and wrote 
editorials for the Washington Times — solid conservative 
credentials, not the stuff of which neo-Nazis are made. 
He warned of the dangers of infantile paramilitarism 
and conspiracy-mongering. Temple, on the other hand, 
was an habitué of conspiracy-minded haunts and sur- 
vivalist gunnery. The Council sits at the extreme right 
hand of the Republican Party: wooing state legislators, 
marching for the Confederate flag, pushing for more 
“gun rights” and opposing the rights of immigrants. The 
new partnership of Temple and Francis is emblematic 
of the white nationalist project five years after 
Oklahoma City. 

The wild in the streets rhetoric is now almost com- 
pletely gone in favour of sober organising around cul- 
tural and political issues with a mass appeal among a 
large constituency of white people. When anniversary 
of 19 April passes this year, there will be fewer gunners 
threatening civil war and more activists digging 
trenches for political combat. 
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—— beets COMplacency 


| The NF had boasted that 
, on March 2nd they would 
| march proudly through 
South London... 

in the event, the day 
was an ignominious 
| failure. Having assembled 
800-1,000 marchers, 
overwhelmingly young 
skinheads, they 
; completed only about a 
4 third of their scheduled 
i route before being herded 
by the police into a 
cramped Peckham cul-de- 
sac where, completely 
sealed off by police ranks, they held an unseenlly rally on the 
doorstep of a derelict terraced house... 

The march attracted two counter demonstrations - one on 
the Walworth Road near East Street and the Labour Party 
offices, the other at the Elephant and Castle, which had been 
announced as the site of the NF rally. Between them they 
involved about 2,000 anti-fascists. Heavy policing and the 
abrupt termination of the NF’s parade ensured that on their 


Short promenade the Front had a trouble-free passage. Frank DYe) olvela MP 


eee 2 Susan Kramer 
10 years ago 
FU CGT EV Apri 1990 Ken Livingston MP 





Question Time 


THEINTERNATIONAL ANTI-FASCISTMONTHLY INCORPORATING CARF 


bo bbe Anti-fascists battle M alcolm M aclaren 
« a ° 


at Irving meeting 


= Police in Hamburg last Steven iN eygacs 


month launched a 
ferocious attack on over 
2,000 anti-fascists . . . 
Se atrating againet 2 Chair: Hugh Muir, The Evening Standard 
neo-nazi meeting : 
addressed by British 
historical revisionist 
David Irving. 

The first clashes took 


a 2 4 lace after a 20-st ' 1 
LE eden §=Race, Immigration and 
ee MC ee ea ew ge Skinheads turned out to | 1 
— NAZIS INVADE EAST LONDON create a provocation Cu Itu ral Dive rsity 


among the anti-fascists. i & 
in the Capital 





Blows were exchanged 
between the skins and a section of the demonstrators before 
the police intervened to deal exclusively with the anti-fascists. 

Drawing batons, they lashed out without mercy and injured 
many of the protestors. On the day over 80 people were 
atrested and water cannons were turned on the demonstration 
while a large contingent of the 1,500 police on duty protected 
the Irving meeting, which had been arranged with the support 
of every group on the Hamburg neo-nazi scene and which 
attracted fascists from ali over Germany, including Michael 
Kuhnen and his followers from Frankfurt. 
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"It began in 1963 when 
agents of Searchlight raided my home “ 

and were caught red-handed in this criminal ‘ 

attempt. Ever since then that publication has 

tweaked at my tail with a stream of 

. defamatory articles: a 37-year onslaught, 

» to which I, as a good Christian, 

turn the other cheek.” 
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HIGHLY illegal CD is being distributed by Combat 

18 and its followers across Europe, Searchlight can 

eveal. Valhalla’s Warriors glorifies the Holocaust, 

and calls for more Jews to be gassed and black people to 

be killed. It is the work of Warhammer, a C18-supporting 

band from the Northeast, and is produced under the C18 
label, ISD Records. 

Valhalla’s Warriors is the most extreme British CD 
since No Remorse produced Barbecue in Rostock in 
1996. Nearly every song boasts of the group’s nazi poli- 
tics and several quite clearly contravene the Public 
Order Act 1986. There is little doubt that the authorities 
would have enough grounds to prosecute the band. 

Warhammer was formed in 1997, initially coming 
under the Blood and Honour (B&H) umbrella organisa- 








band was playing at a nazi concert, he purchased CS gas 
canisters. These were later intercepted after he or a 
German friend posted them back to his home County 
Durham. He claimed no knowledge of the CS gas, telling 
the court that he was expecting a package of CDs that 
were being produced in Germany — clearly a reference to 
the Warhammer CD. He was found guilty at Durham 
Crown Court and is currently on one year’s probation. 

Robinson is well known in the Northeast for his vio- 
lence. During the early 1990s he was involved in a num- 
ber of savage attacks on anti-fascists and punks. At the 
time he was the Durham organiser for the British 
National Party. 

Another member of the band is known as “Slash”. 
Heavily tattooed, including an image of a scor- 






Perusch has become increasing 
C18 music network and has replac 
NS88 Records as its main producer 
gone down well with Schilf, who wa: 
tune from ISD material. Relations 
Perusch are not known to be good. 

Because of police interest in Per 
the suspected piracy of Sony Play 
conduit for material from Britain 
nazi. 

Searchlight has discovered that | 
was given to CD Press in Switzerlans 
another Swiss company, OMD, to 
then produced the CDs. A spokesp« 
admitted to Searchlight that the. 
involved in its production, but claii 
aware of its contents. 

“The CD being in English mean 
check it. Our technicians only 
German,” the company explained. 

A spokesperson for OMD also dis! 


from the racist CD. “As we only m 
Searchlight, “we had no reason to cl 
While Searchlight in no way sugyx 
pany knew the true nature of the 
again highlight the shortcomings in 
ing business, an industry with 
Speaking after the revelation that 
manufactured Barbecue in Rostock 
manager Sue Stephen said: “If you : 
pany you just don’t want to be inv 
that is morally or legally reprehens 
difficult to spot offensive material, 
right procedures in place and you 


